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33p Concress, Ist Session. 
sions, to whom was referred a bill from the House 
of Representatives, for the relief of Charles Sta- 
ples; reported it back without amendment. : 

Mr. NORRIS, from the Committee on the Dis- || 
trict of Columbia, to whom was referred a letter 
from the Commissioner of Public Buildings, com- || 
municating information of the destruction of a por- || 
tion of the Long Bridge, by fire, on the 8th instant, 
and asking an appropriation for the repairs of the | 
same, reported a Lill making an appropriation for 
the repairs of the Long Bridge across the Potomac 
river, in the city of Washington; which was read, | 
and passed to a second reading. 


BILL INTRODUCED. 


Mr. DIXON asked, and obtained the unanimous 
consent of the Senate, to introduce a bill to provide | 
for taking charge of the Louisville and Portland | 


canal, and to presen the same from falling into | 
bad repair; which was read a first and second | 
time by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Roads and Canals. 
CUSTOM-HOUSE AT WHEELING. 

Mr. MASON submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered by unanimous con- || 
sent, and agreed to: {| 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be in- || 
structed to inquire into the expediency of constructing a || 
custom-house, post office, and court-room at Wheeling, in | 
Virginia; and if, in their opinion, the same be expedient, | 
then te report the appropriation necessary therefor. 


THE BARK GRIFFIN. 


Mr. MASON submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered by unanimous con- | 
sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the President be requested (if, in his 
opinion, not incompatible with the public interest) to com- 
municate to the Senate copies of the correspondence be- | 
tween Ferdinand Coxe, late chargé d’affaires of the United | 
States at Brazil, and the Brazilian Government, con- | 
cerning the seizure of the cargo of the American bark | 
Griffin, and the imprisonment of George Marsden, a citizen 
of the United States, ° 


STEAMER EL PARAGUAY. 


| 

Mr. HAMLIN. The Committee on Com- | 
merce, to whom was referred the joint resolution || 
from the House of Representatives to correct a || 
clerical error in the act approved June 22, 1854, | 
to authorize a register to be issued to the steamer || 
El Paraguay, have directed me to report the same 
back without amendment, and recommend its |) 
passage. I ask that it may be considered at this | 
time. It is simply to correct a verbal error. 
There being no objection, the Senate as in Com- || 
mittee of the Whole, proceeded to consider the | 
joint resolution. It provides that wherever the | 
word ‘‘Joy’’ occurs in the act referred to, it shall || 
be held to mean **Ivy.” 
The joint resolution was reported to the Senate | 
without amendment, ordered to a third reading, || 
read a third time, and passed. | 
STEAM LINE BETWEEN CALIFORNIA AND || 
CHINA. 

The engrossed bill to establish a line of steam | 
mail ships between San Francisco, in California, || 


and Shanghai, in China, touching at the Sand- 
wich Islands and Japan, was read a third time. 


| 
tt 
} 


| 
| 





_ The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question || 
is, * Shall the bill pass?” | 
Mr. MASON. I move that the bill lie on the || 


table, so as to test the sense of the Senate on the || 


a of the appropriation, 
r. WELLER. On that motion I call for the || 
yeas and nays. 


Mr.GWIN. I wish to suggest to the Senator 
from Virginia, that it would be as well to allow the 
question to be taken on the passage of the resolu- 
tion, 

Mr. MASON. Very well. Then I withdraw 
my motion. 

he yeas and nays were ordered on the passage 
of the bill. 

Mr. CLAY stated that he had agreed to pair 
off with the Senator from Michigan, [Mr. Stvarr,]} 
who was in favor of the bill. 


Mr. ~~ stated that he had paired 
0 


ae) 


; a vote upon it. 


— occupant of the chair will not oppose it. 


| | came to examine the subject, and I found that 


further discussed. 





THURSDAY, JULY 6, 1854. 
off with the Senator from Texas, (Mr. Hovsron,} 
who was a friend of the bill. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays on 
the passage of the bill, resulted—yeas 22, nays 


| 13; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Badger, Bell, Brodhead, Cass, 
Clayton, Cooper, Dixon, Dodge of Wisconsin, Fessenden, 
Gwin, Hamlin, Johnson, Jones of Tennessee, Pratt, Rock - 
well, Rusk, Seward, Stuart, Wade, Walker, and Weller | 
—22 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Bayard, Bright, Brown, But- 
ler, Chase, Evans, Gillette, Hunter, Mallory, Mason, Pet- 
tit, and Williams—13. 


So the bill was passed. 
ALEXANDRIA AND WASHINGTON RAILROAD. 
Mr. MASON. I move that the Senate now 


take up the bill authorizing the extension of the 
Alexandria and Washington railroad into the 


|, District of Columbia, for the purpose of voting 


upon it. 

Mr.CLAYTON. I hope we shall go on in reg- 
ular order. The bill for the more effectual sup- 
pression of the African slave trade in American- 


| built vessels was made the special order for half 


past twelve this morning. That hour has ar- 
rived, and I now call for its consideration. 
Mr. MASON. I hope the Senator will in- 


|| dulge me with the courtesy of having the bill to 


which I allude voted upon. I only desire to take 
It will not occupy five minutes. | 

Mr. CLAYTON. If it be understood that | 
there is to be no debate, but simply a vote upon 
it, I am willing; otherwise I shail call for the 
special order. 

Mr. MASON. Allthat I ask is a vote. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate as 
in Committee of the Whole resumed the consid- 


|| eration of the bill. 
No amendment being proposed, it was reported | 


to the Senate. . 

Mr. SEWARD. Ido not rise to speak on the 
merits of the bill. The indication is that it is | 
going to pass; and one of the indications—the 
only indication I think—to the contrary is that the 


e has made a good many excellent speeches this || 
session which have been very persuasive; but | || 
am sorry to say that, as faras | am concerned, || 
they failed to produce the result. I was on the || 
eve of votingfor the bill at one time. Afterwards | 


the Chair had once before made a speech on it 
which was perfectly satisfactory and conclusive | 
that the Long Bridge ought not to be repaired or | 
kept up for two reasons: first that it injures the i 
health of this city, and next, that it is injurious to | 
the commerce and interests of Georgetown. 

Upon that old speech, therefore, made by the | 





| Chair on a previous occasion, I should be prepared | 


to vote against the passage of this bill; but the) 
honorable Senator from Vermont, [Mr. Foor,] | 
who was in favor of its passage, was obliged to 
leave the city, and asked me to pair off with him. 
I did so, and | rise for the purpose of doing justice | 


|to him, and stating the reasons which influence | 


me. 
Mr. BRIGHT. The bill has been taken up with | 
the understanding, I believe, that it should not be | 
I have no disposition to vio- | 
late that agreement, provided that it is not likely | 
to pass. If I thought it would pass I should in- | 
sist upon being heard upon it. With a view of | 
making a test question | move that it lie on the | 
table; an@ on that I ask for the yeas and nays. | 
The yeas and nays were ordered; and being | 
taken resulted—yeas 26, nays 12; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Badger, Bright, Brod- 
heac, Brown, Butler, Clay, Cooper, Dixon, Dodge of Wis- | 
consin, Evans, Fessenden, Fitzpatrick, Geyer, Gillette, | 
Gwin, Pettit a Sebastian, Slidell, Staart, Sumner, | 
? 


i 


Toucey, Wade Walker—26. 


NAYS—Mesers. Chase, Clayton, Hunter, Johnson, || 


Jones of Tennessee, Mallory, Mason, Norris, Rockwell, 
Rusk, Weller, and Williains—12. 
TELEGRAPH TO THE PACIFIC. 

Mr. ADAMS. I ask for the consideration of | 
the resolution which I had the honor of introdu- | 


cing the other morning in regard to the hour ofl a 
ames 


meeting. 
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Mr. HAMLIN. There is a special order for 
half past twelve o’clock, to which I hope the Sen- 
ator will interpose no objection. 

Mr. CLAYTON. I call for the special order. 

Mr. BROWN. What is it? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The first 
special order for half past twelve, is the bill to 
authorize the construction of a line of telegraph 
from the Mississippi river to the Pacific ocean. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I ask the Senate now to pro- 
ceed to its consideration. 

Mr. ADAMS. I move to postpone the prior 
orders, with the view of taking up the resolution 
which | have indicated. Its object is to fix a 
morning hour for the sitting of the Senate, in place 
of the present evening hour. It requires no dis- 
cussion. The fixing of a special case for the 
morning hour, in my opinion, should not have 
been done; but it has been done; and I, therefore, 
move to postpone the prior orders to get a vote 
upon the resolution. { presume every one has 
made up his mind upon it. 

Mr. GWIN. Ifthe Senator will let this reso- 
lution go over till to-morrow morning, we can 
have a vote on it then. 

Mr. CLAYTON. Nothing tends so much to 
obstruct thé business of the Senate as taking u 
subjects out of their order. The debate whic 
arises on the propriety of abandoning the order of 
the Senate, occupies more time than it would take 
to pass a measure. 

Mr. ADAMS. I will withdraw my motion. I 
will not be in the way of business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Thefirstspecial 
order is the bill to authorize the construction of a 
line of telegraph from the Mississippi river to the 
Pacific ocean. 


Mr. BRODHEAD. [should like to inquire if 


| that is the special order during the morning hour 


= or not. 

he PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senate 
appointed this bill as the special order for half past 
twelve o’clock. The custom, the Chair will take 


| the opportunity of remarking, which has grown 
| up in the Senate is, in the opinion of the occupant 


of the Chair, founded on no authority, but it does 
not become him to make any objection to it. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. If it is only for the morn- 
ing hour, lL have no objection to it. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I think it was the intention 
of the Senator from California, [Mr. Gwix,} a8 
it was - own, that it should only be for the 
morning hour, and after that has expired, we 
shall not interfere with the regular business of the 
day. Is the bill now before the Senate? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is now be- 
fore the Senate as in Committee of the Whole, 
and is open to amendment. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I desire toadd another verbal 
amendment to the substitute reported from the 
committee. It is to insert after the word ** terri- 
tory”’ in the sixth section the words “ in alternate 
sections,’’ so asto make it read: ‘‘ and if, after 
two years from the completion as aforesaid, said 
lands shall not have been surveyed, it shall be 
optional with said Alden and Eddy, their heirs 
and assigns, and they shall have the right tc relo- 
cate the like quantities of land in any Territory 
in alternate sections where ethey have been sur- 
veyed,”’ &c. 

he amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HAMLIN. [also propose to amend the 
second section, by inserting after the word 
‘* water” the words ‘* where the same is practi- 
cable.’’ The section now provides, that the tele- 
graphic line shall be constructed under the surface 
of the earth, rock or water. It has been sug- 
gested by the honorable Senator from Texas, [Mr. 
Rusk,} that there may be rocks in the spurs of 
the mountains over which the line may pass of 
that description, which it would be very hard if 
netrate. The objectis, in such 
cases, to let the line go orf the surface. 

The amendment was to. 

The bill, as originally introduced by Mr. 
HAmMLm, proposed to empower Hiram O. Alden 
dy, their associates and assigns, to 
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construct, at their own expense, a line of telegraph || 


from St. Louis, in Missouri, or any other point 


, 1 


on the western bank of the Mississippi river they | 


may select, through the public lands belonging to, 
and under the jurisdiction of, the United States, 
to San Francisco, in California, orto some other 
point on the Pacific ocean, in as direct a line as 
practicable, with liberty to construct branch or 
diverging lines to Texas, to New Mexico, to 
Utah, and to Oregon. The line is to be con- 
structed of durable materials, thoroughly insulated, 
securely placed under the surface of the earth, and 
water with testing tubes every five miles, and with 
working. stations at distances averaging not more 
than a hundred miles, to secure its thorough work- 
ing, and its repair and protection. The stations 
are to be supplied with the necessary telegraph 
instruments and operators, both night and day, 
and the whole line is to be completed and put in 
operation within eighteen montns. The General 
Government secures to itself forever the free use 
of the line for the transmission of official dispatches 
end communications between the Government and 
its officers, not exceeding a monthly aggregate of 
more than seven thousand words, though the 
prior use is reserved to the Government at all 
times. For the transmission of private dispatches 
from the Mississippi to the Pacific the charges are 
not to exceed ten dollars for each message of ten 
words or less, and not exceeding seventy-five 
cents for each additional word. The line is to be 
kept in good working condition under penalty of 
forfeiture of the line and all its appurtenances. 
On these conditions, the General Government, as 
soon as the line shall be in operation, will issue to 
the company land warrants for fifteen hundred 
thousand acres, which the company may select 
and locate thus: They may select from any of the 
public lands along and near the telegraphic line, 
not before sold or appropriated, any quantity not 
leas than a section, nor more than a township, in 
one body; and if more than one township shall 
be taken in the same locality, alternate townships 
only are to be selected. ‘Ihe President of the 


United States is to cause the unsurveyed lands 
upon the line of telegraph, which they may select, 
to be surveyed, and if, after the expiration of two 


years from the completion of the line the lands 
shail not have been surveyed, the company will 
be at liberty to relocate the like quantities in any 


State or Territory where the lands are surveyed, || 


and open to private entry or sale, and as fast as | 


the lands are thus located, the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office will issue patents for 
them. In the event of a railroad to the Pacific 
ocean being located on or near the route selected 
for a telegraphic line, the grant of land contem- 
plated by this bill is to be so located as not to 
Interfere with the grant for the railroad. The 
bill further provides that any material of foreign 
manufacture that may be requisite and necessary 
for the construction of the adleavaniile line may be 
imported free of duty. 

The Committee on Territories reported an 
amendment in the form of a substitute for the 
whole bill. As amended, on the motion of Mr. 
Hamu, (to-day and Saturday last,) the substitute 
reads as follows: 


That Hiram 0. Alden and James Eddy, their successors, 
associutes and aseigns, are hereby authorized and empow 
ered to construct, at their own expense, a line of telegraph 
from such point on the Mississippi or Missouri rivers, as 
they may hereafter select, through the public lands belong- 
ing to, and under the jurisdiction of the United States, 
over which lands the right of way for that purpose is here- 
by granted, to San Francisco, in California, in as direct a 
line as practicable, with the liberty to construct also, di- 
verging lines to and through the public lands in the States 
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transmission of all official dispatches and communications 
between said Government and its officers: Provided, how- 
ever, That said free dispatches and communications shall 


not exceed a monthly aggregate of more than eight thous- | 


and words, but still reserving to the Government the further 
prior use, to any extent within the capacity of said line, 
by paying the same tolls or charges paid by individuals lor 
like services, and no more. 

Sec. 4. 4nd be it further enacted, That for the trans 
mission of all private dispatches and communications over 
said main line, between the Mississippi and the Pacific, 
the tolls or charges shal!, in no case, exceed ten dollars for 
each message of ten words or less, exclusive of date, ad 
dress and signature; and,not exceeding seventy-five cents 
for each word added thereto. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That said Alden and 
Eddy, their associates and assigns, shall, at their own 
expense, keep said line of telegraph in working order, and 
at their own cost operate the same, transmitting said Gov- 
ernment dispatches and communications, at all times, when 
said line shall be in working condiuon, as requested by the 
officers or authorized agents of said Government; and if 
they shall, at any time, unreasonably refuse so to do, or 
shall neglect, for the space of six snuecessive mouths, to 
operate said line—unless prevented from so doing, by some 
unforseen disaster, or some unavoidable calamity, arising 
from the sick aces of operators or from Indian hostility and 
depredation, said line of telegraph, with all its appurte- 
nances, shall be forfeited to, aud become the property of, 
the United States. ° 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That, upon the com- 
pletion of said line of telegraph as aforesaid, and so soon 
as the same shall be put in successful operation, and the 
free use thereof, as hereinbefore provided, tendered to the 
Government of the United States, then shall be issued to 
said Alden and Eddy, their heirs or assigns, in exchange 
and payment for the tree and prior use of said line in perpe 
tuity, as aforesaid, land warrants for two millions acres of 
land, excluding all minerallands, which they are hereby au 
thorized to select and locate as follows: from and aiter said 
completion they shall bave the right to select from any of 
the public Jands along and near said line of telegraph, not 
before sold or appropriated, any quantity, not more than a 
section, in alternate sections. Where unsurveyed lands 
shall have been selected, the President of the United 
States shall cause the same to be surveyed, if practicable ; 
and if, after two years from the completion as aforesaid, 
said lands shall not have been surveyed, it shall be optional 
with said Alden and Eddy, their heirs or assigns, and they 
shall have the right to reloeate the like quantities of land 
in any Territory, in alternate sections, where they shall 
have been surveyed, and shall then be open to private eutry 
or sale. Andas fast as selections and locations of said 
lands shall thus be made, the Commissioner of the Generai 
Land Office is hereby authorized and required te issue 
patents to the said Alden and Eddy, their heis or assigns, 
on application therefor: Provided, That in the eventa rall 
road to the Pacific ocean shall be lovated on or near said 
line of telegraph, the grant of land contemplated in this sec- 
tion, shall be so located as not to interfere with the loca- 
tion and any grant. Congress may wake in aid of the con- 
struction of said railroad. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That all voluntary or 
intentional injuries to said line of telegraph, or to any prop- 
erty thereto belonging, shall be deemed, and are hereby 


| declared to be wilful and malicious trespasses, and shall be 


| punished ad such: and all laws of the cnited States now 


io force in any Territory thereof, or which may hereafter 
be enacted for the better security and protection of prop- 
erty, and applicable to such offenses, shall be, and they 
hereby are extended, for the protection of said line of tel- 
egraph, into and over all the unorganized territory belong- 
ing to and under the jurisdiction of the United States 
through which the same may be constructed; and all legal 


| process and proceedings for the detection and punishment 


of the aforesaid offenses shall be within the jurisdiction of 
the courts, and shall be issued and executed by the proper 
law officers in the adjoining States and organized Terri- 
tories. 


Mr. HAMLIN. Mr. President, I do not often 
trespass on the attention of the Senate, and I pro- 
pose to do so only very briefly at this time. I 
believe it may now be conceded that there will be 
no bill urged at this session for the establishiwent 
of a railroad communication between the Atlantic 
and Pacific coasts. Certain it is that no such bill 
can pass at this session of Congress. Indeed, if 
such a bill should receive the favorable consider- 
ation of Congress, it would be years before such 
a road could be constructed, whether either by 


| the funds of individuals, from. the proceeds of the 


| National Treasury, or by appropriations of public | 
Therefore, to obviate the want which is | 


and Territories lying both north and south of said direct | 


or main line, as is hereinafter set forth. 
Bec. 2. And be it further enacted. That said line of tel- 
egraph shall be constructed of durable materials, with at 


least two independent conductors thoroughly insulated, | 
and securely placed under the surface of the earth, rock or | 


water where the same is practicable, with testing tubes 


every five miles, and working stations at distances aver- | 


ng not more than one hundred miles, to secure the 
through working of the same, and for its repair and protec- 
tion. Said working stations are to be supplied with all the 
requisite telegraph apparatus, instruments, @perators, and 
men, necessary to its efficacy and reliability, and the same 
shall he completed and put in operation within two years 
from the passage of this bill, and after such State legislation 
shall have been secured as may be necessary to authorize 
its construction inthe States through which it may pass. 
And oe beatin nea anes aemeet -_ there- 
after pt in operation by night as well as by day. 
Sec. 3. 4nd be & further enacted, That there shal! be 
reverved and granted to the General Government forever, 
the free and prior use of said line of telegraph, for the 


lands. 
felt for a direct communication between the two 


coasts, I think it is highly desirable that a small 


} 


| 


| and a limited appropriation should be made for 


the construction of a telegraphic line. 
The bill which I had the honor to introduce at 


| this session was the bill which was reported by 
the Senator from California [Mr. Weer] tothe | 


Senate last year from the Committee on Territo- 


ries. The substitute which is reported from the | 


same committee at this session, differs, | believe, 
from that bill in only two particulars. 


The bill | 


over and above what was required by the bill f 
last year. I think, sir, that these are the on} 


| differences between the-bill of last year and the 
| bill of this year. Now, sir, it is my purpose to 


| state very briefly what are the provisions of thig 
| bill, what will be the expense of the work, what 


are the grants of the Government, and what the 


Government are to receive therefor. 


The first section of the substitute reported |, 
the committee to the Senate grants the right of 


| way across the territories of the Government for 


the construction of a subterranean telegraph to H 
O. Alden and James Eddy, their associates and 
assigns, to be constructed with two lines of wire, in. 


| Sulated in proper substances, to prevent the action 


of the frost or the weather thereupon; such wires 
as are used on similar telegraphic lines on the cop. 
tinent of Europe at this time, and which have 
proved practicable and useful. It is a simple 
grant of the right of way over the public lands 
leaving to the persons who shall construct the line 
the obligation of acquiring from the States through 
which it shall pass such State legislation as may 
be necessary. Hence I say that the first section 
provides simply fora grant of the right of wa 

over the territories of the United States. It also 
provides that the western terminus of the Jing 
shall be at San Francisco, and the eastern termip. 
us upon the Mississippi or Missouri, at such 
point as shall be found most practicable. 

The second section provides that the telegraph 
shall be constructed of durable materials, with 
two lines of conductors, to be placed under the 
earth, rock, or water, where the same is practica- 


| ble, and that, when constructed, it shall have test. 


ing tubes at every five miles distant; with work- 


| ing apparatus and machinery at distances of one 


hundred miles each along the line, with tele- 


| graphic stations at every hundred miles. This 


section also provides that the line shall, at all 
times, be kept in perfect repair by the corporators, 
The third section provides that, after the tele. 


| graph shall have been completed by the parties at 


their own expense, they shall transmit, for the use 
of the Government, at the rate of eight thousand 


| words per month;‘and that the right of the Gov- 


ernment shall be prior to the rights of all other per- 


| sons in transmitting the eight thousand words per 


| month for its use. 


It further provides, that if 
there shal! be other or greater facilities required 


| and demanded by the Government, it shall have 
| prior and exclusive use of the line for transmitting 
| whatever else it may demand, at the same rates 
| which are paid by individuals. 


The fourth section regulates the rate of com- 


_ pensation at about twice the price which is charged 


upon our ordinary lines, although the cost of con- 
structing a subterranean telegraph with insulated 
wires will be more than three times the expense 
of constructing a telegraphic line according to the 
ordinary process. Relatively, therefore, taking 
into consideration the value of the work, the cost 
of its construction, the expenses which it will re- 


| quire to keep it in operation through a wilderness 


country, this isa lower rate, | think, than that 
which is usually charged. The price which we 
provide for is ten dollars for a communication of 


' ten words over this line for about two thousand 


miles. 
The fifth section provides that the parties shall 
at all times keep the line in perfect repair; and 


| whenever, for the term of six consecutive months, 


, and become the propert 


they shall fail, without adequate cause, (such 4 
causes arising from sickness, Indian hostilities, 
flood, or some unforeseen accident,) to commudl- 
cate for the Government, according to the terms 
of the bill, then the whole work is to be forfeited 
of the Government. 
Thesixth section provides that, after the linesball 
have been completed by the parties, the use thereof 


| shall be tendered to the Government for the pur 


| pose of transmitting the communications specifi 


in the provisions to which I have alluded. Italso 


contains a provision that when the Government 


has hod the telegraphic line tendered to it, there 


shall then be granted to this corporation two mil- 


| lions of acres of land, to be taken in alternate se 


of last year made a grant of one million five hun- | 
dred thousand acres towards the construction of | 


this line. This bill makes a grant of two million 
acres, whilst it also requires of the parties who 
construct the telegraph to transmit one thousand 
words monthly for the use of the Government, 


tions along the line of telegraph; but the lands aré 
to be so taken as not to interfere with the location 


of any grant made fer a railroad either now 
| subsequently, and if they shall prove to interfere 


i 
i 
i 
i 


with the location of any railroad, then they sh 
be relocated in some of the Territories—not in 
States. 
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If you estimate the value of these lands accord- | 
ing to the computation of the General Govern- || 


ment itself, when it fixed the price of a one hun- 
dred and sixty acre Iand warrant at §100, or if 
you estimate your public lands at $1 25 an acre, 
and take into the account the fact that many of 
these lands cannot be brought into the market 
for along period of years—taking either course 
as the estimate upon which to place the value 


from it equal to that which the value of the 
lands shall be—the service performed by this 
company for the Government will be equal to 
seven or eight per cent. upon that value. This, 
then, is in the nature of a contract with the Gov- 
ernment. In consideration of the grant of these 
lands, the company covenant and agree with the 
Government to perform for it these services, 
which will be equal to a compensation of from six 
to eight per cent. per annum upon such fund as 
the lands might produce if sold now, or if esti- 
mated upon the same rule that the Government 
estimated its lands when it commuted one hundred 
and sixty acre land warrants at $100. No grant, 
in the nature of a gift, is asked or made—a full 


equivalent is made to the Government for-all it | 


contributes. 

The language of the bill is as follows: 

‘That upon the completion of said line of telegraph, as 
aforesaid, and so soon as the same shall be put in success- 
ful operation, and the free use thereof, a liereinbefore pro 
vided, tendered to the Government of the United States, 
then shall be issued to said Alden and Eddy, their heirs or 
assigns, inexchange and payment for the free and prior use 
of said tine in perpetuity, as aforesaid, land warrants for 
two millions acres of land, excluding all mineral lands, 
which they are hereby authorized to select and locate as 
follows: from and after said completion they shal! have the 
right to select from any of the public lands along and near 
said line of telegraph, not before sold or appropriated, any 
quantity, not more than a section, and in alternate sections.”’ 


The last section simply provides that any dep- 
redation committed upon this line of telegraph 
shall be taken to be a malicious trespass, and 
shall be punished as such under the laws of 
the United States, and that the proper officers 
of the adjoining States and Territories shall 
have jurisdiction of such offenses. This pro- 
vision was drawn before any bill was passed 
providing territorial government for the regions 
through which the line must be constructed, and 
it therefore provides that the proper court in the 
adjoining States or Territories shall have jurisdic- 
tion over the subject-matter, and shall try and 
punish all offenses for willful depredations upon 
the property of the company, as though they 
were in the Territory of the United States. 

I should have stated at another point that the 
bill provides that the line shall be established 
within two years. 

_ These, sir, are, simply and plainly, the provis- 
ions of this bill. 
them. The committee who reported it have given 
tousa very excellent report. 
into the general uses of the telegraph, the benefits 
which the Government will derive from the con- 
struction of this line, its commercial importance, 
and they have very fairly and very truthfully 


{ do not propose to elaborate || 


They have gone | 


ae 


corporation. It is an express contract that you 
will grant this small pittance of land to these per- 
sons and their associates, and thatthey will, in re- 
turn, perform for the Government what it is pro- 
vided by this bili. [It seems to me so clear that it 
must meetthe cordial approval of the Senate. 
Mr. PRATT. Will the Senator be kind enough 
to read the clause of the bill which gives jurisdic- 


| tion to the adjoining States over offenses com- 
of the land, and then allowing a fund to arise || 


mitted within the territories of the United States? 

Mr. HAMLIN. This bill was drafted before 
any territorial bills had been passed, and conse- 
quently, if this telegraphic line had been con- 
structed when the bill was drafted, it would have 
passed through a wilderness country without terri- 
torial erganization, and hence this language was 
used: ** And all legal process and proceedings for 
the detection and punishment of the aforesaid of- 
fenses shall be within the jurisdiction of the courts, 
and shall be issued and executed by the proper 
law officers in the adjoining Statesand Territories.” 
I think it would perhaps be as well to strike out 
that language, and leave the punishment of those 
offenses to the territorial judge, as the line will 
now pass altogether through the Territories. 

Mr. HUNTER. This billhas been very much 
amended, and | will therefore suggest that it lie 
over until to-morrow and be printed, so that we 
may see all the amendments. [tis an important 
bill. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I will move to postpone the 
further consideration of the bill until half past 
twelve o’clock to-morrow morning, and that it be 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BROWN. Before the question is taken on 


| that motion, I should like to inquire of my friend 
| from Maine at what time the bill provides for the 


completion of the telegraph? 
Mr. HAMLIN. Two years. 
Mr. BROWN. Two years from the passage of 


| the bill? 


Mr. HAMLIN. Yes, sir. 
Mr. EVANS. The bill has been 


s0 much 


| amended, and is in such confusion that | do not 


know what its provisionsare. I wish, therefore, 
to inquire whether it provides that the grantees 
shall have alternate sections of land along the 


| whole line? 


Mr. HAMLIN. Only to the extent of two 


| millions of acres. 


Mr. EVANS. Where are they to be located ? 
Mr. HAMLIN. Along the line. 


1] 


Mr. EVANS. Suppose the land is not sur- | 


veyed, what is to become of it? 
Mr. HAMLIN. The bill provides that if it is 
not surveyed within two years, it shall be taken 


| in alternate sections in territory. 
Mr. PRATT. Manifest policy, itseems to me, | 


' requires that we should act upon a.subject after it 
I think it would bea great | 


has been discusse‘. 
deal better to go through with what is commenced 
rather than to postpone it from day to day. Such 
a course leads to prolonged debate. It seems to 
me that it will always be a great deal better to get 


| rid of a subject which we have discussed. 


stated the uses and benefits which the country and || 


the people will derive from its construction. 
uses of such a work, which must necessarily, 
under any circumstances, precede a railroad for 
years, are obvious, and will readily suggest them- 


selves to every mind. The commercial utility of || 


such a work, connected with the whaling and com- 
mercial intercourse of the Pacific, and connected 
with what belongs especially to the State of Cal- 
ifornia, cannot be doubted or over-estimated. 
When we consider what may necessarily arise as 
to the duty and obligation of the Government in 
transmitting messages to its officials upon the 
Pacific, we readily perceive that vast sums must 
necessarily be saved to the Government by the 
construction of this line; and that which would 
be the work almost of months by the slow prag- 
ress of steam—for it is slow when compared with 
tlectricity—would be done on the instant; and 
messengers, who would be required to be sent 
around the Cape or across the Isthmus, will all 
be superseded by the Government in the trans- 
mission of its dispatchesand messages, which are 
secured to it by this bill, if the work shall be ex- 
ecuted. 

These are the principal features of the bill. I 
do not propose to elaborate upon them. It is_in 
the nature of a contract, and is net an act of in- 


The | 


| 
| 
| 
i 


| 
| 


Mr. HUNTER. I understood that the sugges- 
tion of the Senator from Maine was to lay over 
the bill until to-morrow at half-past twelve o'clock. 
Surely, that is not too much time for the examin- 
ation of such a bill as this. 


Mr. WELLER. 


I am perfectly willing my- | 


self that the bill shall be postponed until to-mor- | 
row, with the distinct understanding that we are | 


to act on it at that time. 


|| different provisions of the bill has been made this 
|| morning, for the first time, by the Senator from 


|| Maine. 


'| be advised of all the various provisions of the bill 


|| before it is passed by them. 
| nor ask hasty action on it. 

|| fore, to postpone the further consideration of the | 
|| bill until to-morrow, at half past twelve, with the | 
|| understanding that its friends will then endeavor 


We do not require 
I am willing, there- 


to bring the Senate to a vote upon it. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Before the question is put 
upon the motion to postpone, | move toamend the 
last section by striking out the words “the ad- 
joining States and,’’ so as to leave legal process 
and proceeding for the punishment of the offenses 
named to be executed and issued by the proper 
law officers in the organized Territories. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. ADAMS. If it be in order, I should like 
to move to amend the motion to postpone by in- 


Certainly we desire that the Senate shall | 


An explanation of the | 
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| serting ‘tone o’clock’’ in lieu of “thalf past 


| twelve.’’ 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. That motion 


| would not be in order. 


Mr. BROWN. If by his proposition that this 


| bill is to be taken up, and, if possible, disposed of 


| standing. 


to-morrow, my friend ‘rom California means to 
carry it beyond the morning hour, I wish to say 
now, In time, that I shall ebject to any such under- 
l am willing that half the morning 


| hour shall be devoted to this bill; but there are 


| stance, the in 


very many important measures which are being 
postponed from day to day, while bills like this 
are taken up by courtesy to gentlemen. For in- 

nies insane bill, which all of us 
know stands very much in the way of our pro- 
gress with other bills, has been here now for nearly 


| three mortths, and we have not had a vote on it, 


Then there is the homestead bill, and there are 


| other important bills, whose friends are desirous 


| to see them acted upon. 


| wish simply to say to 


| my friend from California, that if half the morn- 


ing hour be devoted to this matter, | do net ob- 
ject, but | must object to any understanding to 


| carry it beyond the morning hour, so as to inter- 


fere with other business. 
Mr.WELLER. I simply desired to notify the 


| Senate, by the expression which I made, that on 
| to-morrow the friends of the bill would endeavor 


to obtain a vote. Everybody must regard thisas 
a very important measure, and of course we de- 
sire the action of the Senate on it atas early a day 
as possible. I said, therefore, that to-morrow, 
unless some public reason interfered, the friends 
of the bill would urge on the Senate the propriety 
of taking a vote. | do not know whether my 
friend from Mississippi ts an enemy or a‘friend to 
it. If he is an enemy of the bill, of course his sug- 
gestion will have very little weight on my ihe; 
but if he is in truth and fact in favor of its pas- 
sage, then of course I shall feel inclined to do every 
thing I can to yield to his personal feelings. But 
the Senator has not defined his position, and I fear 
that we shai! find him opposed to the passage of 
the bill. I desire, therefore, to stand entirely un- 
committed as to what I shal! do to-morrow. * Suf- 


| ficient unto the day is the evil thereof.’”’ I hope 


| Important business. 
| tory—I being the judge, of course, of what are 


we shall be able to obtain a vote to-morrow. 

Mr. BROWN. I shall be glad if we can take 
a vote to-morrow; but what | wished to say was, 

t by my silence I did not intend to agree. to any 

derstanding to give this bill precedence over 
anything else. 

Mr. WELLER. I will pledge myself to my 
friend from Mississippi, that | will not press this 
bill to a vote to-morrow to the exclusion of more 
That ought to be satisfac- 


more important. [|Laughter.] 
The motion to postpone the further considera- 


| tion of the bill to, and make it the special order 
| for, half-past twelve o’clock to-morrow, was 


agreed to, 
AFRICAN SLAVE TRADE. 


Mr. STUART. I now wish to ask the Senate 
to take up, with a view of disposing of it to-day, 
if we can, the bill making a grant of land for the 
relief of indigent insane persons, which has been 
returned by the President of the United States, 
with his objections. 

Mr. CLAYTON. We have now on the table 
a bill which is the special order immediately after 
this shall be disposed of. I refer to the bill re- 
ported from the Committee on Foreign Relations 
for the more effectual suppression of the slave 
trade in American-built vessels. I hope we shall 
take up that bill now. 

Mr. HUNTER. I think it would be better to 
take up the veto message. The Senator from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. Bropueap] has been here day 
after day, desiring to speak on it, and I think i: is 
due to him that he should have an opportunity to 
do so. 

Mr. CLAYTON. It was understood on Sat- 
urday, when the bill for the suppression of the 
slave trade was postponed, that it would be taken 
up immediately after the special order which has 
just been disposed of. That bill is one on which 
1 presume there will be no debate whatever; for I 
suppose, from what [ understand, that an arrange- 
ment can be made which will supersede the necea- 
sity of any debate atall. I hope, therefore, that 
we shall adhere to the special order. It cannot 
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consume more than a few minutes, and then we 
oan take up the veto message. . 

Mr. STUART. [If the bill of the Senator from 
Delaware be first in order on the table, and if it | 
will lead to no debate, as he supposes, | am will- 
ing to withdraw my motion, so as to allow that 
bill to be taken up; but I assure the Senate that 
i am exceedingly anxious to dispose of the other 
question, for it stands in the way of other busi- | 
ness. 

Mr. CLAYTON. The gentleman cannot be 
more anxious than I am to dispose of the veto 
message; but I wish to take up the first bill in 
order. 

Mr. ADAMS. I desire to inquire of the Chair 
if the veto message is not first in order? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The first bill 
now on the orders of the Senate for consideration 
is the bill spoken of by the Senator from Dela- | 
ware. Immediately after that is the act making 
a grant of public lands to the several States of the 
Union for the benefit of indigent insane persons. 

Mr. CASS. I agree with my colleague on this 
matter. Ifthe vote can be taken on the bill of 
the Senator from Delaware, without discussion, I 
have no objection to its being taken up. After 
that I shall be in favor of taking up the veto mes- 
sage. I believe we ought to have a vote upon 
that. Then, for myself, 1 shall vote against every 

roposition to bring other business before the 
Booate until the homestead bill be taken up. 

Mr. HUNTER. I have no objection to taking 
up the bill of the Senator from Delaware, if it be 
understood that the amendment which is pending | 
will be withdrawn; but surely he does not sup- | 
pose that the amendment will be voted on without 
debate. 

Mr. CLAYTON. I suppose that if the bill 
be taken up thatamendment will be withdrawn in 
the course of a very few minutes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- 
ator from Michigan withdraw his motion? 

Mr. STUART. Yes, sir. 

The Senate then resumed, as in Committee of 
the Whole, the consideration of the bill for the 


pees — . 


| 
| 


more effectual suppression of the slave trade in | 


American-built vessels, the pending question being 
upon the amendment offered on Saturday last by | 
the Senator from indiana (Mr. Perrir) to add the | 
following additional sections: 


Bre. —-. And be it further enacted, That the sum of | 
250,000 be, and is hereby, appropriated, to be paid out 
aby money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, fF | 
the order of the proper officer of the American Coloniza- 
tion Society, for the year ending 30th June, 1855, for the 
purpose of enabling said society to establish a line of | 
steam vessels consisting of two steamers. Said steamers 
shall each make three trips within the year, and, as near as 
possible, at regular intervals, alternating between the ports 
of New York, Baltimore, Norfolk, Savannah, and New 
Orleans, and the west coast of Africa, touching at such | 
places as said society shali direct. 

Sec. —. And beit further enacted, That the Government 
of the United States shall have the privilege of transporting 
to and from West Africa, the Govertiment mails, and like- 
wise the Government stores, each trip. 

Seo.—, And be it further enacted, That said society 
shall arm each steamer with one long heavy gun, on a | 
pivot, and two small guns, and shall man them with a | 
proper complement of seamen to render efficient service, 
under private commissions from the Government, to repress | 
and cheek slavers on the line of their voyage between this | 


eQuotry and the west coast of Africa, and along the line of | 


sid coast, and on their return voyage shall run down said | 
eoust as tow as Cabarda, and return cruising along said | 
coast as high as the Gambia. 


Mr. CLAYTON. In regard to that amend- 
ment, [ have to say that I trust the honorable | 
Senator who offered it will see the propriety of | 
withdrawing it. I understand, distinctly, that the | 
Colonization Society has not desired ‘any such | 
proposition to be moved to this bill. The Colo- | 
nization Society has not interferred, in any way, 
to amend oralter the bill. In relation to the prop- | 
osition itself, 1 wish to say, that if the object of | 
the honorable Senator be to establish a fine of 
steamers between this country and Liberia, he will 
always find ‘me friendly to a proposition of that 
description, if offered in the proper place. I trust 
the honorable Senator from Indiana, seeing these 
things, will not bed to obstruct the passage 
of this measure, which is a very important one. 
Mr. PETTIT. Mr. President, before I sit 
down, I shall withdraw the proposed amendment; 
but, before doing 80, it is proper that I should make 
a very short explanation. I offered this amend- 
ment at the instance of the Rev. James Mitchell, 
who is the agent of the Colonization Society for 


THE, 


ee 


support of the veto message. 


| days. 


|| that Senators ma 


| Mr. STUART. 


five States in the West—Iowa, Indiana, Illinois, | 


| Michigan, and Wisconsin—as | understand. He |! 


presented me the paper, requesting me to offer it 
as an amendment. 1 now understand, from the 
Senator from Delaware, that the Colonization So- 
ciety do not desire it offered to this bill, and, there- 
fore, at the suggestion and with the concurrence 
of the gentleman at whose instance I offered it, I 
withdraw it. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read a third time, and passed. 


INDIGENT INSANE BILL VETO. 


On motion by Mr. STUART, the Senate re- 
sumed the consideration of the bill making a grant 
of public lands to the several States of the Union 
for the benefit of the indigent insane persons, which 
had been returned by the President of the United 
States with his objections. 

Mr. BRODHEAD addressed the Senate in 
[His speech will be | 
found in the Appendix.] 

Mr. STUART. There are many Senators 
not now here who hardly anticipated that a vote 
would be taken on this question to-day; and, if | 
there be no objection, I suggest that the further 
consideration of the bill be postponed until to- 
morrow at one o’clock, or two o’clock, as may 
suit the pleasure of the Senate, with the under- 


|, standing that at that time the vote will be taken. | 


If that be done, I shall then ask the Senate to take 
ap ne next special order, which is the homestead 
bill, 

Mr. BELL. I should have no objection to that | 
proposition, but that I should like very much to | 

| see a pretty full attendance of the Senate when 

the question is taken. 

Mr. HUNTER. There will be then. 

Mr. BELL. 
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| bill be So until two o’clock. 
0 


A number of Senators are not | 


now in the city, but are anticipated to be in a few || 


| postpone the time of taking the vote a little longer. 


[do not suppose any one desires to discuss it || ; 
PE y || hear him to-day. 


| further. 


| is immaterial whether the Senate disposes of it to- 
| morrow or Monday. 


but my desire was to fix a day for taking the vote, 
be here. 

Mr. BELL. I should prefer Monday, 
not know whether any advantage would result 


morrow, 
Mr. STUART. 


I have no objection to it. 
Mr. WELLER. 


I think it would be utterly | 


I think, therefore, it would be better to || 


—— 


Mr. WELLER. I think, if we postpone jr to 
two o’clock, we can, by that time, get through 
with the bill which we had under consideration 
to-day, to provide for the construction of a tele. 
graph from the Atlantic to the Pacific. | think 
we shall have ample time to dispose of that, if this 
I therefore 
prefer that hour. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
will suggest to the Senator from California th 


according to the usage of the Senate, whe H 


na 


question is once up, it cannot be laid aside withdy: 
being disposed of in some way by a vote of the 
Senate; so that if the bill to which he alludes 
should be taken up to-morrow, and it should not 
be gotten through with by one o’clock, the Senate 
unless a majority 


will continue considering it, 
determine otherwise. 


Mr. HAMLIN. I concur in what the Chair 


has said; but still, if it be the sense of the Senate , 


to proceed to the consideration of the veto mes. 
sage, I should not desire to interpose objection to 


it. If, however, as suggested by the Senator 


from California, we could dispose of the other, it 
would be better for us to postpone this until , 
later hour—say half past one o’clock. 

Mr. STUART. The difficulty ! anticipate, if 
we postpone this bill beyond.one o’clock, is, that 


_we shall not dispose of it to-merrow, but shall 
| adjourn before it is acted upon. 


I am entirely 
disposed, as [ said, to consult the convenience of 
evéry Senator, if I can; but it seems to meit 


|| would be as well to say one o’clock as the hourto 
| which we should postpone it; and bv that hour, if 


we have not got thtouga with the telegraph bill, 


|| it can be postponed until next day, and we shall 
‘| sueceed in disposing finally of this question to. 
|| morrow. 


Mr. CASS. Why not go on with the discus. 
sion of this bill now? We must settle it. 


Mr. STUART. If the Senator from New 


| Hampshire is disposed to go on to-day, I certainly 


Mr. STUART. So far as I am concerned, it | 


shall withdraw my proposition to postpone, and 


Mr. JOHNSON. The Senator does not desire 


| to go on now. 


[ should be entirely willing || 


| to consult the views of the Senate on the subject; || : , ; 
jects || oF the bill; but before the vote is taken, I wish to 


Mr: WILLIAMS. 


I am not very particular 
about it. 


I do not propose to discuss the merits 


occupy about twenty minutes. 


I do'|| 


The motion to postpone until one o’clock to- 


| morrow was agreed to. 


from it; but I think we shall be more likely then | 
to have a large attendance of Senators than to- || 


HOUR OF MEETING. 
On motion by Mr. ADAMS, the Senate pro- 


_ ceeded to consider the resolution submitted by him 


impossible to fix a day to suit the convenience of || 


all the Senators. I have no doubt we shall have | 


as many in attendance to-morrow as on Monday; || 


| and if there is no gentleman who desires to con- | 


tinue the debate, I should prefer, individually, to || 


take the vote to-morrow, in order that we may | 


proceed with other business, which must necessa- | 


rily be disposed of, I shall, therefore, move, un- 
less the Senator from Michigan makes the motion, 
Or it until to-morrow. 


from Michigan submits that motion. 
I submitted it with a wish 
| to get the general understanding of the Senate as 
| to ae time, not to consult my own convenience 
at all. 
Mr. HUNTER. 
| to-morrow at one o’clock. 
Several Senators. Say two o’clock. 
Mr. HUNTER. Well, two o’clock. 
| Mr. WILLIAMS. I do not intend to detain 
the Senate by giving my views at length upon the 
| bill; but before the vote is taken, I desire to make 


| a few remarks upon it. 


| The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
| undergtands that the motion is to postpone. the 
| further reconsideration of the bill until to. morrow 
| at two o’clock, with the understanding that the 
| Senate will then proceed to a vote upon it. 
Mr. HUNTER, I would suggest that it had 
better probably be postponed until one o’clock. 
| | understand the 
| to speak a few minutes upon the bill. There are 
“Mr STUART. Th b making 
r. : ave no objection to i 
one o’clock the hour. , 


on Friday last, as follows: 


Resolved, That the Senate hereafter meet at nine o’clock, 
a.m. 


Mr. HAMLIN. 
and insert ** eleven.’’ 

Several Senators, 

Mr. HUNTER. 


much better hour. 


I move to strike out “ nine” 


Say ten. 
I think eleven would bea 
It is to be remembered that 


|| the appropriation bills are nearly all to be acted 


upon yet. When they come here, they will have 
| to be referred to the Committee on Finance, A 


he PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator | 
| committee, and it is hardly to be expected that 


great deal of labor will be devolved upon that 


| they can meet and preee for the action of the 


| Senate on these bills 
| morning. We ought to have some time in the 
|| morning to attend to our committee duties; and| 
I hope the vote will be taken || 
| better hour to appoint. 
| course heretofore. 


| 
| 


i} 
| 


} 


re are several Senators who wish | of the Committee on. Finance a question. 


efore nine o’clock in the 


therefore think eleven o’clock will be a much 
That has been the usual 


Mr. ADAMS, My purpose in introducing the 
resolution was that we should have morning sé 
sions, which would be more pleasant and agrees 
ble to Senators than our present evening sessions. 
I have no particular choice myself, however. If 
it be the general sense of the Senate to strike out 
‘© nine” and insert ** ten,’?I should have no ob 
jection, To insert ** eleven”? would not answet 
the purpose [ had in view in desiring the morning 
session. I only want the sense of the Senate 
reference to it. 

Mr. JOHNSON, 1 desire to ask the one 
of the appropriation bills yet! 
. None. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Has any come here yet! 
Mr. HUNTER. We havevacted upon one * 


you received an 
Mr. H 
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two of them. We have acted upon the Indian 
appropriation bill. aig 

Mr. JOHNSON. That is disposed of, 

Mr. HUNTER. It has been sent back to the 

ouse. 

a" JOHNSON. There is no appropriation 
bil] now pending in this body. 

Mr. HUNTER. None. 

Mr. JOHNSON. 
meeting at an earlier hour? I doubt very much 
whether it is necessary to force this thing as yet. 
With the entrance into this body of the very first 
appropriation bill, f am willing to vote for an 
earlier hour of meeting; but I am not willing to 
yote for it when there are none of those bills be- 
fore us. 


| am very well satisfied that if we meet here at | 
nine o’clock, we shall not adjourn before three | 


o’clock. That is the opinion of butone member, 
it is true; but it is the opinion of very few, I 
think, that we should adjourn any earlier than that. 
Then why meet at an unusually early hour? [ 
think we sit now, from twelve o 
the nature of the public business requires us to do. 
We are getting along very well with the business. 
We are not behind-hand. A vast amount of the 
business of this body has been transacted and 
sent to the other House, and there is, compara- 
tively, very little before us. I do not believe that 
we ought to make this change in the hour of 
meeting yet. I doubt very much whether it ought 
to be made until the Committee on Finance are 
ready to report some one or other of the appropri- 
ation bills to us. The committee must have time 
to labor. They ought to have until the hour of 
twelve. If we make this change,and meet at the 
unusually early hour proposed, before they have 

repared and matured any of the appropriation 
fills, they will have to be excused from service in 
this body for the time being, and be compelled to 
go and attend to their committee duties while we are 
in session. The gentlemen composing that com- 
mittee have interests here to attend to; and we 
are entitled as much to their counsel as to.that of 
others; and they themselves are entitled to ours; 
but if we meet at an earlier hour they will be 
compelled to attend to their committee duties while 
we ourselves are in session. Every one will see 
that it is almost impossible for them to meet at a 
late hour in the evening to transact committee 
business. The evenings are excessively oppres- 
sive. The mornings themselves are oppressive; 
but the evenings excessively so. 

I think it will be wise, and I hope for the pres- 
ent we shall do so, for this body to hold on to its 
position, and meet as it always does at twelve 
o'clock, and continue to sit through the day to 
the usual hour; for at the least, say what we 
willupon the subject of our sitting here through 
theday, there are few who will not say that this 
is the coolest place in the city. It is as little un- 
comfortable, if not less so, than any other place 
inthe city. I do hope that the Senate will not 
change the hour of meeting at all, until there is 
some absolute necessity imposed upon us by the 
nature of the business brought before us; and I 
do not see how that can be the case, until the ap- 
propriation bills are brought here. 

Mr. STUART. I suggest to the Senator from 
Mis issippi to modify his resolution as to the time 
when it shall go into operation—to say ‘Monday 
next,” in place of ‘‘hereafter.”” Perhaps we 

ould adopt the hour of ten o’clock, on and after 
Monday next. 

Mr. ADAMS. | accede to that proposition. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Then the Sena- 
or from Mississippi, modifies his resolution so as 
o make it read: 

“ Resolved, That the Senate meet on and after Monday 
xt, at ten o’clock, a, m. 

Mr.GWIN. [| hope that the resolution will 
pass in the amended form, which fixes Monday 
hext for its operation. i differ entirely from the 
Senator from Arkansas when he says that. we 
hould not meet yet before twelveo’clock. There 
no doubt that this is the coolest place in the city. 
8 far as the Committee on Finance is concerned, 
} ama member of that committee, and I have no 
oubt that we can find time to attend to our busi- 
ess, and meet at an earlier hour than we now do. 
think we can get menage with our business very 
vell by meeting, on after Monday next, at 
no'clock. Lam sure the chairman of the com- 
uittee will Took to it that we get the appropriation 
















































































clock, as long as || 


bills ready for the Senate by that hour. 
are some very important measures which ought 
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There | 


| to be discussed this session, and | think that by | 


| 
| 


Then what is the use of || 


| of the Chair on this question. 


| not at liberty to give them. 








meeting from Monday nextat ten o’clock, we shall 
be able to bring forward the appropriation bills. 
Mr. HAMLIN. The Senator from Mississippi 
having modified the resolution, it is necessary for 
me to modify my amendment so as to strike out 
**ten’’ and insert *‘ eleven.’”’ [I make the motion 
because | think there is force in the suggestion 
which fell from the chairman of the Committee on 


| Finance; and because I believe we shall do just as 
| much work if we meet here at eleven, as we should | 


if we met at nineorten. From eleven to half past 


|| three, this hot weather, is as long as we can be 


expected to meet here; and we shall accomplish 
as much work in those hours as if we met earlier. 
For that reason [ make my motion. 
Mr. WALKER. I should like to hear the ideas 
{Laughter. } 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair is 
[Laughter.]} 
Mr. BRIGHT. I shall voteagamstany motion 
lf, during the last week, it 
should be found necessary to meet at an earlier 
hour, I shall be willing to do it; but for the pres- 
ent the hour ought not to bechanged. If Senators, 
who are in favor of the resolution, will look back 
to the precedents, they will find that this is earlier 


quarter. We may have occasion for changing 
the hour of meeting before the end of the session 
—perhaps ten days before its close. [agree in 
this matter with the chairman of the Committee 


| on Finance, [Mr. Hunrer,} and | hope the Senate 


| to change the hour of meeting, until nearer the | 
| close of the session. 


than the change has heretofore usually been made. | 


But if it is proposed to make that change, I think 
it will be just to the Committee on Finance, that 
the mornings on which they hold their regular 
meetings, Tuesday and Friday, be excepted, so 
that they may not be denied a participation in the 
deliberations of the Senate. They will be ex- 
cluded if we meet here at an earlier hour than 
twelve, or earlier than eleven at any rate, 

There is a mistaken impression abroad, that 
unless we are sitting here we are not at work. 
Now, sir, the most laborious services that I per- 
form are outside of this Senate Chamber, getting 
business ready, and attending to business in the 
different Departments. I feel the necessity of 
having time as much for that as I do to come here, 
and discharge my duties. 


I hope, therefore, it | 


will be the pleasure of the Senate to let the hour | 


| of meeting remain as it is until we ascertain by 


experience that our business drives us to an earlier || 


hour. Then we can change the hour to eleven 


o’clock; but under no circumstances should we | 


meet earlier than that. 
Mr. SEWARD. I concur in what has been 


| said by the Senator from Indiana, and as the 


honorable Senator in the chair [Mr, Bapeer] is, | 


to the question of the Senator from Wisconsin, 
{Mr. Waxker,] [ will answer for him. I an- 
nounce, therefore, that the Chair concurs also 
with the Senator from Indiana; that it is better 
that the meeting should continue at the usual 


| by his position, precluded from making a response || 


hour, until some occasion arises for a change. | 


[Laughter.] ’ 
But, to be serious. If we meet at nine, or at 
ten o’clock, we must meet with some purpose, 


either to sit until the customary hour, or toadjourn | 
atan earlier hour of the day. Now, | think it || 


very clear, if this intensely hot weather is to con- 


human endurance for Senators to go through their 
duties on committees, which require an hour every 


| the habit of doin 
|| the deeper should be its consideration. Skirmish- 


will not adopt the resolution. 

Mr. CASS. A good deal has been said in the 
Senate, almost foreign, in my opinion, to curdis- 
cussions, which has done great injustice to the 
body. As the Senator from Indiana has well ob- 
served, an idea seems to prevail through the coun- 
try, which is fortified by a great deal of what has 
fallen from Senators, that we come here in the 
morning and spend an hour or two, and that that 
is all we do as members of Congress. A more 
fallacious idea could not prevail. You know, sir, 
and we all know, that a large portion of the bust- 
ness of the Senate, and of the other House is done 
in committees. The principal part of it is matured 
there. Facts are investigated, principles examined, 
and reports made, by which we are very much 
guided; and a great portion of the labor of the 
Senate consists in the preparation of that business. 
There is not a member of the Senate who, day 
after day, | might almost say, hour after hour, is 
not required to go to some of the Departments to 
investigate some matter connected with some of 
his constituents. Then we have an immense cor- 
respondence to attend to. The task of franking 
and overseeing the direction of the great number 
of speeches and documents which we send to our 
constituents, is no slight one. When a man has to 
sign his name forty thousand or fifty thousand 
times he feels that he has a serious job before him, 
I believe those numbers are not very unusual, end 
| know by my own experience that they are sent. 
| mention these facts, although they are weil 
known to Senators, because they are necessary in 
justification of the Senate. It is generally pretty 
hard work for us to attend to all these duties. [ 
have been a working man al! my life, and gener- 
ally a pretty hard one; but I never worked harder 
than | have done as a member of Congress. I 
rise every morning before the sun and begin my 
labor; and I find myself pretty tired by the time 
night comes on. The idea is perfectly fallacious, 
that the little time which we spend here is all! the 
time which we employ in executing the duties 
intrusted to us. 

Besides that, questions come up which require 
consideration and examination, and I regretted 
very much, the other day, to hear some remarks 
which fell from the Senator from Georgia, [Mr. 
Dawson,] who is not now in his seat. He talked 
about extemporaneous discussion—skirmishing, 
as he called it, being the best mode of carrying on 
debates. I do notbelieve a word of it. He hasa 
very incorrect estimate of himself, of this body, 
or of the country, who comes to the Senate to 
mingle in its debates unprepared. I am not in 
that. The higher the subject, 


ing never gains victories, either on the battle-field, 
or in mental conflicts, It was not through skir- 
mishing that the great orators of ancient and 
modern days obtained their eminence. Their ex- 
ample is good for us. It was labor, incessant, 
eternal, and unmitigated labor, by which they 


|| obtained their reputations. Thet labor we must 
tinue, that it will not be within the bounds of | 


go through with in the investigation of all sub- 


_ jects; and J repudiate in toto the idea of the honor- 


day, and then to sit here either five or six hours, | 
and also to perform the necessary labor which || poraneous debate, on the most solemn questions 


attendance upon the Departments requires from 
many Senators, to say nothing of the time re- 


i} 


} 


able Senator from Georgia, thatit is best for us 
to come here and carry on a skirmishing, extem- 


which come before us, I am not one of those 
who measure the value of legislative labors by the 


| quired for the examination of subjects which || thickness of the statute books. I would rather, 


come before us. If the expectation be that we 
shall adjourn at an earlier hour of the day, I con- 


sometimes, take the proportion in the inverse ratio. 
I believe advantages arise to this Government from 


cur with the Senator from Arkansas, thatan earlier || discussion here; it turns the attention of the pub- 
meeting is unnecessary. | do not see any pres- || lic to great subjects. There is no discussion in 


sure of public business upon us now to require it. 
I think no good reason has been assigned for it, 
except the supposition that it may be more con- 
venient during this hot weather. I-believe that is 
a fallacious view; but if not, this proposition 
comes too late, for we are ing through, and 
probably coming to the aa of the intense heat 
under which we are now suffering. If the idea 


} 
| 





Turkey, none in Russia; but wherever there is 
freedom, there is discussion; and <he more free- 
dom, the niore discussion. 

I repeat, that the duties of a member of Congress 
are laborious and incestant; and if he is a con- 
scientious man,as I believe weall are, he can only 
discharge them by untiring labor. I haveno iden 
that my own labor is greater than that of other 


be that we are to change the time in order to |, members, and in one respect I am more favored, 
shelter ourselves from. the heat, then the motion | as the Senate has excused me from serving upon 
ann the standing committees, except 
e li 4 
No®, with respect to the proposition before us, 


comes too late, for I presume that the weather is 
going to change. We have had ten of these hot 
days; the wind must now set in from another 


t on 


1606 


i wieh to say that [I shall be willing to meet at | 


¢leven o'clock at the proper time—although net 
yet—for I believe if we meet at eleven, and sit 
four hours a day, it is as much as we can well do, 
and have time to attend to the other business 
which we are required to perform. But I do not 
think it is necessary yet to meet any earlier than 
we now do. 

Mr. MALLORY. My friend from Mississippi, 
I presume, supposes that his proposition will facili- 
tate the business of the Senate. I shall vote acainst 
it, because I think it will retard the business. I 
shall be, however, prepared to vote at any time 
for a continuance of our session as late throughout 
the night us may be proper. I think we should 
accomplish much more business if we had a re- 
cews, say, from three o’clock to eight o’clock, and 
then meet a few hours in the evening; but, sir, a 
radical objection to meeting at ten o’clock, in my 
judgment, is this: all of us from the new States 
have a great deal of business with the Depart- 
ments. Weare in the habit of meeting there; 
and they do not open before ten o’clock in the 
morning, and do not fairly get under way, perhaps, 
with their business, until half-past ten o’clock. 
We shall be compelled to be there. That busi- 
ness is, perhaps, as equally important as any we 
have to attend to here. Another objection is, that 


none of us reach our committee rooms at present, | 


with the utmost haste, before half-past ten o’clock. 


Much of our business,as has been said, is effected | 


in committee. If we meet at ten o’clock we can 


not get there sooner than we do now, residing, as | 
we do, ata great distance from the Capitol. If | 


then, our having to be at the Departments and the 
committee rooms at those hours is a sufficient ob- 
jection to the resolution, it ought notto pass. But 
if any Senator will bring forward a proposition to 


have a recess from four tu eight at night, I am | 
very well convinced that we could accomplish | 


much by adopting that course. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I move that the resolution 
lie upon the table. 

Mr. ADAMS called for the yeas and nays, 


and they were ordered; and being taken, resulted— | 


yeas 27, nays 14; as follows: 
YEAS—Measrs. Allen, Bell, Bright, Brodhead, Butler, 


Cass, Chase, Clay, Cooper, Dixon, Evans, Fessenden, | 


Fitzpatrick, Gillette, Hunter, Johnson, Jones of Towa, 


Maillory, Norris, Pettit, Pratt, Sebastian, Seward,, Slidell, || 


Sumner, Toucey, and Wade—27. 

NAYS— Messrs. Adams, Badger, Brown, Geyer, Gwin, 
Hamlin, Jones of Tennessee, Mason, Rockwell, Rusk, 
Stuart, Walker, Weller, and Williams—14. 


So the rezolution was ordered to lie on the table. 


WILLIAM BROWN. 


The bill for the relief of William Brown was 
read a second time; and, on motion by Mr. Ham- 
Lin, considered as in Committee of the Whole. 


—— 


It proposes to direct the Secretary of the Inte- || 
rior to place the name of William Brown, alias || 


Billy Brown, a colored man, now a resident of 


dence of the injury but record evidence after the 
lapse of twenty-five years. As there is no doubt 
of the identity of the petitioner, and satisfactory 
evidence of the fact that he was wounded in his 
foot daring the engagement of the |’Insurgente, 
and that he is now, and has always been, a crip- 
ple from that cause, the committee are of opinion 
that he is entitled to a pension under the provis- 
ions of the act of July, 1797. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read a third time, and passed. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

On motion by Mr. SLIDELL, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of Executive business; 
and, after some time spent therein, the doors were 
reopened, and 7 

The Senate adjpurned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, July 5, 1854. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by Rev. Hunry Suicer. 


Prayer 


The Journal of Saturday was read and approved. 
RESIGNATION OF HON. GILBERT DEAN. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- | 


lowing letter from Hon. Gitpert Dean, tendering 
his resignation as a member of the present Con- 
gress: 
House oF Representatives, July 3, 1854. 
Sir: I have the honor to inform you that IT have this day 
resigned my seat as a member of the Thirty-Third Congress. 
In parting with this body, | tender to its members my sin- 
cere wish for their prosperity and weltare. 
For yoursell, sir, believe me truly, &c., 
Hon. Linn Boyp, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


G. DEAN. 


The communication was laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. : 
The SPEA KER laid before the House a com- 
| munication from the Treasury Department, relat- 
ing to the leases made with the Bank of Commerce 
| and the Bank of the State of New York, for their 
respective buildings, for the use of the assay office, 
in the city of New York. 
On motion by Mr. ROBBINS, the communi- 
cation was referred to the Committee of Ways 
/and Means, and ordered to be printed. 


DISTRIBUTION OF THE PUBLIC LANDS. 


The SPEAKER stated that the question before 
the House was on recommitting to the Committee 


on Public Lands the bill ** granting lands equally | 


to the several States to aid in the construction of 
railroads, and for the support of schools,” en 
which the gentleman from New York [Mr. Ben- 
NETT]} was entitled to the floor. 

Mr. BENNETT addressed the House in ex- 


the speech made by Mr. Disney some time since 


|| on the subject of the disposal of the public lands. 


Portland, Maine, on the pension roll, at ninety- | 
six dollars perannum, commencing May 30, 1844, | 


and continuing during his natural life. 


Brown was one of the crew of the United States | 


frigate Constellation, and served as a powder-boy | 


during the engagement of that ship with the French 


frigate |"Insurgente, on the 9th of February, 1799, || 


which resulted in the capture of the latter. During 


the engagement he was wounded in the foot, which | 


has made him a cripple ever since. 
papers, establishihg the fact and extent of his dis- 


When his | 


ability, were filed with the Commissioner of Pen- | 


sions, that officer, supposing that the claim was 


founded on the eighth section of the act of 1800, | 


rejected it, on the ground that the injury was ante- 


rior to the passage of the act, which was prospect- | 


ive only. 
is covered by a similar provision for a pension to 
those disabled in the line of duty, in the eleventh 
section of the act of July 1, 1797, “ providing a 
naval armament,’’ and under which the frigate 
Constellation, together with the frigates United 
States and Constitution, were manned and em- 
ployed. That act was temporary, but did not 
expire by its limitation until the 4th of March, 
1799, sad the injury was received by the peti- 
tioner on the 9th of February in that year. It 
appears by a letter of the Commissioner of Pen- 
sions of May 28, 1844, that ere in the case 
is satisfactory, but that a rule of the Department 
events his exercising any discretionary power. 

he rule alluded to is that which excludes all evi- 


In point of fact, however, the claim 


3 


| His speech will be found in the Appendix. ] 
Mr. B. then withdrew the motion to recommit, 
/and moved that the further consideration of the 
bill be postponed until the third Tuesday of De- 
cember next, and also moved the previous ques- 
tion upon that motion. 
Mr. DISNEY. I trust the gentleman will 

| withdraw his motion for a moment, as | want to 
say a word or two to him. He has made some 
remarks in reference to a speech which I have 
| made, which naturally calls foraresponse. 1 will 

not be very severe upon the gentleman. 
|ter.] J ask the gentleman to give me an oppor- 
tunity to reply. 
| Mr. BENNETT. The gentleman can take 
any opportunity, if the consideration of this bill 
is postponed. 
Mr. DISNEY. Does the gentleman refuse to 
withdraw his call? 
Mr. BENNETT. 


I cannot withdraw the mo- 
| tion. 
} 


The gentleman once refused to allow me 
to make an interruption, and I do not know why 
| I should comply with his request. 

| Mr. CHASTAIN. I move to lay the bill upon 
| the table; and upon that motion I call for the yeas 
and nays. . 

Mr. BENNETT. Does not the motion to post- 
ne take precedence of that motion? 

The SPEAKER. It does not. 

.Mr. HOUSTON. As the morning hour is 
nearly out, I move that the rules be suspended, 
and that the House resolve itself into the Com- 


planation and defense of the bill, and in reply to || 


{Laugh- | 
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| mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union I 
make this motion in order that we may go into 
committee, and finish the civiland diplomatic bj}! 

Mr. BENNETT. If the motion of the gen. 
tleman from Georgia takes precedence of mine I 
withdraw it, and renew my motion to recommit 
the bill. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of Opinion thet 
the motion cannot be made while the motion t 
upon the table is pending. 

Mr. BENNETT. Then! adhere to my former 

motion to postpone. 

Mr. FENTON. I ask the unanimous congen 
of the House to report a bill, ‘to increase the 
compensation of collectors of customs,” merely 
for the purpose of reference. 

Mr. LETCHER. I object. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I desire to understang 
precisely the state of the question before the 
House. Does the gentleman from New York 
move to recommit merely to keep the bill before 
the House? 

The SPEAKER. The motion made by the 
gentleman from Georgia (Mr. Cuastaiy] cuts of 
the motion to recommit. 

The gentleman from New York indicated his 
desire to withdraw the motion to postpone until 
the third Tuesday in December next, and to make 
the motion to recommit the bill. The motion to 
7 upon the table, however, will cut that motion 
off. 

Mr.RICHARDSON. What I desired to know 
is, whether the object of the gentleman from New 
York, in making his motion, was to prevent the 
gentleman from Ohio from replying to his re- 

| marks? 

Mr. DISNEY. That is the object, of course, 

Mr. RICHARDSON. If it is, then we may 
as well vote upon the motion to lay upon the table 
| now. 

Mr. BENNETT. I am willing the gentleman 
| from Ohio should take his own course in reference 

to replying. He will, no doubt, have an oppor- 
| tunity. 

Mr. CHASTAIN. At the suggestion of some 
| friends around me, I will withdraw the motion to 
ys upon the table, and allow the question to be 

taken upon the motion to postpone. 

| Mr. BENNETT. I then withdraw the motion 
to postpone, and move.to recommit the bill to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. DISNEY obtained the floor. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I ask that the question 
may be taken upon the motion to go into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The rules were accordingly suspended, and the 
House yesolved itself into the Committee of the 

| Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Orr in the 

chair. ) 


0 lay 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 
_ The CHAIRMAN. When the committee was 
last in session on the civil and diplomatic appro- 
priation bill, the question before the committee 
was on agreeing to the amendment of the gentle- 
/man from Arkansas [Mr. Greenwoon] to tie 
/amendment proposed by the gentleman from 
| Pennsylvania, [Mr. CuanDier,] upon which tel- 
_lers had been appointed. 
The pending amendments were reported as fol- 

| lows: 

Add to the amendment proposed by Mr. CHann.es, 
which is as follows: 

‘For continuing the aqueduct for bringing water inl 
| the city of Washington, agreeably to the plan adopted by 

the President of the United States, according to the pr°- 
| visions of the act of Congress, approved March 3, 1%, 
| $900,000,” 

| —the words: 

Provided, That no portion of the foregoing amount shall 

, be applied unless the corporations of Georgetown and 
| Washington shall appropriate and pay a sum equal to one 
| fifth of the amount, to aid in the construction of the water 
works proposed. ; 
| Messrs. Franxxin and Curtis were appointed 
tellers. 
| 


The question was taken on Mr. Greenwooo's 


amendment; and it was agreed to; the tellers having 


rted—ayes 75, noes 41. 
r, OLDS. I move the following amendme", 
as an addition: 


Provided, That no of this priation shall be ex- 
unless in ereaias ofa coamert to be entered = 
furnishing of all the material, labor, tools, and 
every matter and 

the entire work " 
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a masterly and workman-like manner, after first inviting 
propos : 
this and other cities throughout the Union; the advertise 

pts to call for proposals for the Great Palls work, as re- 
ported on, and recommended by Lieutenant M. C. Meigs; 
for the Rock Creek work, as reported on, and recommended 
py Colonel George W. Hughes, and for lifting by steam, 
or water power, from the Potomac or Rock Creek, not less 
than nine million of gallons of pure water daily, (sufficient 
for three hundred thousand inhabitants,) and elevating the 
same to some convenient location, at or near Georgetown, 
totwo hundred and fifty feet above high tide, into a dis 

tributing reservoir, which shall contain not less than fifty 
million of gallons: And it is further provided, That per- 
sons proposing shall accompany their bids with the guaran- 
tee of two or more responsible surifies, who will enter 
into bond with the United States that the work shall be 
completed within a reasonable time, and be permanent and 


nit 


efficient for five years after its completion ; the President of 


the United States to accept such plan and proposal as, in 
his judgment, is best for the Government, after first sub- 
mitting them to a board of three civil engineers, who shall 
report tieir Opinion of their relative merits in writing, as to 
which plan is best for the interests of the Government: 
Provided further, That the whole cost does not exceed the 
sum of $2,300,000 if the Great Falls report is adopted; 
©1,000,000 if the Rock Creek project is adopted ; and 
$600,000 ifthe project to lift by steam or water is acopted. 

Mr. OLDS. Gentlemen of the committee are 
allaware, doubtless, that generally all public works 
undertaken by the Government in and about this 
city cost a great deal more than the estimates 
made under which they were commenced. We 
have rumors that the probability is that these 
water-works will cost five, six, or seven millions 
of doliars, and perhaps a good deal more than 
that. We also have rumors afloat about this 
city—I donot know whether they are well founded 
or not—that the best plan has not been adopted; 
and that some other plan could be adopted which 
would not cost perhaps more than $600,000, and 
which would effectually supply this city with pure 
water. ‘The amendment I have offered proposes 
not to defeat the water-works, but that a contract 
shall be made after having advertised for propo- 
sals, and that contracts shall not be entered into 
at a cost greater than the estimates made by the 
engineers. It also proposes to give the revision 
to the President or the United States, of the 
plan adopted, that he may take the one costing 
$2,300,000, or the one costing $1,000,000, or the 
one estimated to cost $600,000—in short to make 
arevision of the plan. 

It appears to me that there can be no objection 
to the amendment [ have offered. It is not to de- 
feat the water-works, but it is that you shall not 
undertake them, unless you have a responsible bid 
within the estimates of the engineer. How can 
you, Mr. Chairman, I, orany other member here, 
go home to our constituents, and tell them that we 
have voted for an appropriation of $500,000 to- 
wards supplying the city of Washington with 
pure water, when they have rumors afloat all the 
while, that before these water-works are completed 
they will cost some $6,000,000 or $7,000,000 
to be taken out of the Treasury of the United 
States. When the contract is made with respon- 
sible persons, who undertake to complete the works 
fully, fairly, and in a workman-like manner, within 
the estimates of the engineers, then we can go 
home and justify ourselves, if we shall be called 
upon to give a vote of $500,000 for these water- 
works. | hope that the amendment I have of- 


als for sixty or more days, in the daily journals of 


fered, which is certainly a judicious one, will be | 


agreed to. 

Mr. CRATIGE obtained the floor. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
man from North 
an instant ? 

Mr. CRAIGE. Certainly. 

Mr. SMITH. I want to ask the gentleman 
from Ohio [Mr. Orns] to allow me to tender the 
paper which I send to the Clerk’s desk, as a sub- 
stitute for his amendment. I hope that when 
he has heard it read he will accept it. 

Mr. OLDS. Well, let us hear it read. 

Mr. Smiru’s amendment was read, as follows: 

Provided, That none of the money hereby appropriated 


shall be expended in the construction of said aqueduct 
until contracts shall be entered into by the President of the 


Will the gentle- , 
Carolina yield me the floor for | 


United States with good and responsible persons for such | 
portions of the work to be executed, and materials to be fur- | 


hished, as will, in his opinion, seeyre the faithful comple- 
tion of the work upon the plan above referred to, for the 
sum of $2,300,000 or less, and within two years from the 


date of the contracts; and it is hereby declared to be the | 


ue intent and meaning of the act of Congress under which 
the President adopted said plan for bringing water into the 


city of Washington, that the sole and exclusive use of the 
for the purposes | 


water to be brought by said aqueduct is 
of the Government establishmen 


over! in said city to the extent 
they may require it, and the 
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Georgetown, and the inhabitants thereof, may, upon such 


terms and conditions and under such regulations as may | 


herealter be prescribed by act of Congress, use the surplus 
water: Provided, that the whole expense of the additional 
pipes necessary tur the distribution of such surplus water 
through the said cities, shall be borne exclusively by the 
corporations of said cities respectively. 

Mr. OLDS. 
amendment. 
the other does. 

Mr. CRAIGE. I must prefer the amendment 
which has been last read to that which has been 
offered by the gentleman from Ohio. I have no 
sort of objection to the limitations and conditions 
prescribed in the amendment of the gentleman 
from Virginia, [Mr. Smrru,} because, notwith- 
standing the rumors that have been spoken of by 
the gentleman from Ohio and offers, | feel the 
utmost confidence that this work can be built 
within the estimate. I have taken the pains of 
investigating the estimate of Captain Meigs. [| 
have taken the pains of investigating the work 
itself: and I repeat that | feel the utmost confidence 
in his calculations. I feel assured that the work 
can he built for the amount estimated. And, 
therefore, it is that I say I have no sort of objec- 
tion to the amendment proposed by the gentleman 
from Virginia, or to the restrictions and limitations 
therein contained. 

But my objection to the amendment of the gen- 
tlernan from Ohio is simply this: after the passage 


I do not accept the proposed 


of the first appropriation of $100,000 for this pur- | 


pose, which authorized the President to com- 
mence this work after the different surveys had 
been made of Rock Creek, Little Fails, and Great 
Falls, the latter—the plan for bringing the water 
from Great Falls—was adopted by the person who 
was thus authorized by act of Congress to fix it. 
And under that the work has been commenced; 
under that a large portion of the conduit has been 
commenced, a large portion of the excavations 
have been made, and a great amount of the tun- 
neling has been executed. I have examined it 
all, and I am satisfied that what has been done up 
to this time has been done within the estimate— 
and this is the most important part of the work. 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, (interrupting.) If 
the gentleman from North Carolina will permit 
me to interrupt him, I would state to the com- 
mittee that the only decided and radical objection 


| which I have to the amendment of the gentleman 


from Ohio, is this: it calls on the President to 
adopta plan. Why, sir, the President has adopted 
a plan once. The very plan which has been 
already commenced is the plan which he adopted. 
Now, the gentleman proposes that the President 
shall adopt another plan; and if this should be 
done we might be again compelled to change it, 
for want of money, or owing to the reports of 
Madam Rumor. This plan hasbeen carefully pre- 
pared and reported by competent engineers. 

Mr. CRAIGE. I think the work would never be 
ended, and therefore itis that | oppose the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Ohio. I apprehend 
that if the matter were investigated, it would be 
found that the outside pressure brought to bear 
from the different plans other than that adopted 
by the President, is the basis on which these 
rumors were founded. I should like, Mr. Chair- 
man, that those who have spoken from these va- 
rious rumors, to prove that the work would cost 


It does not provide so effectually as | 


96,000,000 or $7,000,000, would give us the data | 


on which their estimates are based. 

Let them tell us why it will cost this $6,000,000 
or $7,000,000. The engineer who has thie work 
in charge has told us why it will cost only 

2,500,000. The figures are put down, and every 
man can have the opportunity to judge as to the 
correctness of the calculations, whether they are 
extravagant or not. But as to these various ru- 
mors in relation to the cost of this work, how 
can you tell whether they are well or ill founded? 


Does this rumor give us the calculations as to the | 


various items of the work? Notat all. 
not tell us whether the calculations for the tun- 


' neling are too large, or anything of that kind. 


ties of Washington and that report. 


There is no such thing as that, but it is all vague 
and idle rumor, and nothing else. 

On the contrary, those who advocate this work 
give us the details. They have looked into it, 
examined the matter, and have made careful esti- 
mates of the cost of each and every part of the 
work, such as the stone masonry, the excavation, 


It does | 


| 
| 


LOB 


' 


| pertant provisions. 
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for the estimates. And more than that, the work 
has been finished over the most difficult part of 
the route, and that portion has been done within 
the estimate, 

Mr. McMULLIN. I desire to suggest to the 
gentleman from Ohio, (Mr. Oxps,] a modification 
of his amendment to the amendment, whieh, of 
course, he can accept or not. I desire to have 
that amendment modified by inserting, after the 
word ‘* contract,’’ the words: 

Provided, Oue half of the sum necessary for tlre, con- 
struction of said work shall be paid for by the citizens of 

Vashington and Georgetown.”” 

Mr. CRAIGE, Ifthe gentleman knew the facts 
he would not suggest such a modification as that. 
The amendment does sot contemplate furnishing 
the citizens of Washington and Georgetown with 
water atall. It merely proposes to furnish the 
public buildings here, belonging to the Govern- 
ment, with water, and if the citizens of Washing- 
ton and Georgetown want the benefit of the water, 
they will have to pay for it hereafter. 

Mr. MeMULLIN. They ought to be sup- 
plied with the water, and they ought to pay their 
proportion of the expense. 

Mr. OLDS called for tellers on his amendment. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Ciineman, 
and Davis, of Indiana, were appointed. 

The question was taken, and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 52, noes 69. 

So the amendment to the amendment was disa- 
greed to. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I now desire to 
offer the amendment which was read a minute 
ago, to come in at the end of the original amend- 
ment offered by the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman wish 
to have his amendment come in at the end of the 
proviso which has been adopted ? 

Mr.SMITH. No, sir, as a substitute for that 
amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. That will not be in order. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. May not the gentle- 
man from Virginia move to strike out all after the 
original amendment of the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania, and to insert his amendment? 

The CHAIRMAN. He may not. The com- 
mittee have agreed to insert what the gentleman 
proposes to strike out. 

Mr, SMITH, of Virginia. The committee 
will observe that that amendment was designed to 
come in afterthe rejection—which | hoped would 
happen—of the amendment of the gentleman 
from Arkansas, [Mr. Greenwoop.} Still,! offer 
it now with the hope that when we get into the 
House the amendment of the gentleman from 
Arkansas will be rejected. 

, om OLDS. You cannot get a separate vote 
then. 

Mr. SMITH.. Certainly we can. Looking 
at it in that point of view, | ask the commit- 
tee to contemplate what is proposed. Madam 
Rumor, said the aged and honorable gentleman 
from Ohio, is busy on the subject. Now, I head 
off Madam Rumor with the stipulation that this 
work shall becontracted for atasum notexceedin 
the estimate. So Madam Rumor dies beneat 
that stipulation, and I| shal! have the support of 
the gentleman from Ohio. Thatis not all. 

My amendment goes further, and declares the 
object of this improvement is to supply the pub- 
lic edifices with water, and those alone; and it ex- 
pressly stipulates that the cities of Washington 
and Georgetown shall be at the entire expense of 
the pipes for the distribution of the water to in- 
dividuals. These are two fundamental and im- 
Then these contracts are to 
be made by the President, with responsible per- 
sons, and at a sum not to exceed in the aggregate 
the estimate. I advert to these things, for I can- 
not imagine, for my soul, a more practicable 
scheme within the limits of the estimate. 1 can- 
not imagine a proposition which addresses itself 
more thoroughly and satisfactorily to the intelli- 
gence of a body than that embrace! by the 
amendment does to this committee. I trust, with- 
out wishing further to detain the committee, that 
the amendment may be adopted. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I oppose this 
amendment, Mr. Chairman, for the reason that if 
it should be adopted in its terms, tbis work will 
cost $2,300,000, and introduce into the city of 


and every different part of the work mentioned in || Washington sixty-seven millions gallons of water 


And they report that it can be built || daily, which is, as I have said heretofore—and the 
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assertion has not been disputed—nearly fifty times 
as much water as has ever been calculated by an 
engineer for any population in the world. Accord- 


ing to the statement of Colonel Hughes, in his re- | 
ort, thirty gallons per day isas much as has ever || 


Bien calculated for every man, woman, and child 
in a city. 

Mr. VANSANT. With the gentleman’s per- 
mission, | would ask him whether Philadelphia, 


New York, and Boston do not each consume a |) 


greater quantity of water daily than that indicated? 
Also, whether Philadelphia does not consume, by 
the report of 1852, thirty-eight wine gallons of 
water for each inhabitant, whether Boston does 
not consume fifty-eight gallons daily for each in- 
habitant, and whether Rew York does not con- 
sume daily, fora greater part of the season, ninety 
gallons for each inhabitant? 

Mr. STANTON. Suppose the gentleman’s 
statement to be correct. 
that in this case the water is to be applied to 
manufacturing purposes. It is unquestionably 
true that in this case the engineer proposes to 
bring sixty-seven. millions gallons of water into 
the city, and to use a large proportion of it for 
manufacturing purposes. Then here the Gov- 
ernment of the United States proposes to bring 


into the city of Washington, with a population || 
of forty-five thousand inhabitants, sixty-seven || 


millions gallons of water daily at a cost of 


$2,300,000, three fourths of which water is, for || 


fifty years to come, to be used for manufacturing |) man from Georgia will perceive that there would | 


purposes. 

Now, this amendment says that it is for the 
Government only; but something has been said 
in reference toa changeof plan. Now, I wish to 


tion of the committee, to the fact that since the 
commencement of the present Administration, 


or rather since the transfer of the public works to || 


the hands of the War Department, the law has been 
violated in reference to the work on the Capitol. 
The plan adopted by the President of the United 


States has been, without authority of law, altered, || 


= an additional expense of half a million of dol- 
ars. 

Mr. CRAIGE. I have heard this statement 
time and time again. Will the gentleman from 
Tennessee say how the law has been violated? | 
say it has not been violated. 

Mr.STANTON. I will tell the gentleman how. 
I say that the letter and spirit of the law has been 
violated. The law in the first instance appropri- 
ated a certain amount of money to be expended 
= the wings of the Capitol according to such 

an as might be adopted by the President. Pres- 
dent Fillmore, after consulting with the Com- 
mittees on Public Buildings in both Houses of 
Congress, for many months together, adopted a 
plan, and after the work was transferred to the 
War Department, and placed under its control, 
the Secretary of War and his engineers altered 
the plan 

r. CHAMBERLAIN. I rise toa question 
of order. I wish to inquire of the Chair whether, 
under the rules of the House, the gentleman from 
Tennessee is not bound to discuss the proposition 
now pending? 

Mr. STANTON. 
osition, 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks that the 
point of order made by the gentleman from In- 
diana is well taken, and he does not think that a 
discussion with reference to the wings of the Cap- 
itol is in order, when the amendment pending re- 
lates to works for supplying Washington with 
water. 

Mr. STANTON. I am discussing the prop- 
osition to change the plan and adopt a cheaper one 
for bringing water into the city of Washington. 


[am discussing that prop- 


Itis unquestionably true | 
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| not true that the President ever adopted any 
| ticular plan for the Capitol wings. at all. 

| true that a drawing was subunits 
Here the hammer fell.} 


| Ivis 


| the gentleman from Virginia, if he will not modify 
| his amendment by adding after the words ** re- 
| sponsible persons”’ the following: ‘*good and suffi- 
| cient sureties.’’ 

Mr. SMITH. I will accept the modification 
|| suggested by the gentleman from New York; and 
|| I propose to modify still further by adding at the 
| end the following: 

“ind provided further, That twenty per cent. on the 


estimate of the work done on each contract, shall be re- 
tained till the completion of the contract. 


Mr. SEWARD. Is it in order to move now to 
amend the amendment of the gentleman from 
| Virginia? 
| The CHAIRMAN. Not at this stage of the 
| question. 


| Mr. SEWARD. 1 want to move to strike out 
| the words stating what is the true intent and mean- 


was adopted. 


The CHAIRMAN. That would be having an 
| amendment in the third degree. 


| I propose to amend the amendment of the gentle- 
man from Virginia. 


The CHAIRMAN, (interrupting.) The gentle- 


| be no end to amendments, if this were received, 
| as some other gentleman might propose to amend 
his amendment before acting on it. 


ment to the amendment; and it was agreed to. 


amendment, as amended. 
Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. 
I move to reduce the original appropriation 


marks. 


gard to this work. All I have said heretofore in 
| relation to the estimates, was based upon a critical 
examination of the report of the engineer, and 





conjecture or outside rumors. I listen to no out- 
side rumors in reference to this matter, because I 
| have had before me all the facts and figures neces- 
sary to enable me to make up my own judgment; 
and I think I understand them without the aid of 
outsiders. Nor am I the advocate of what the 
gentleman calls outside projects. Alll have said on 
_ this subject has been in reference to plans and pro- 
jects presented by the officers of Government. 

| have said that these estimates are false and 
| delusive; and if the appropriation is made under 


work can be done in a substantial manner for the 
| amount, this House and the country will be 
wofully deceived. In a five-minute speech it is 
impossible for me to explain them fully, so as to 
show in what particulars they fall short of the 
sum which must be expended. But I can point 
out a few: Captain Meigs, for instance, proposes 
to construct from the dam across the Potomac a 
| brick conduit three fourths of a mile long. Here 
| are his figures: 
2,985 feet lineal, 9 inches thick. 

946 fee. lineal, 14 bricks thick. 


—- 


3,931—three-fourths of a mile. 


Now, we are given to understand that this part 
of the conduit will at times be ** twenty feet under 
water,’ in consequence of the great fldods which 
take place every year at that point. This comes 





i say that if the President, without authority of || from Captain Meigs's report, not from outsiders. 


law, can alter the plan with reference to the Cap- 
itol, Congress, by authority of law, can alter and 
abolish an extravagant and outrageous proposi- 
tion to bring ten times as much water into the city 
of Washi as is needed, ata cost of three or 
four times the amount at which it can be done. 
I say that the Congress of the United States can 
do that by authority of law, which the President, 
without authority of law, has done. 

Mr. CRAIGE. The gentleman from Tennes- 
see labors under great misapprehension with re- 
gard to a change of plan by the President. I have 

eard that assertion over and over again. It is 


It is his own language, not mine. This brick 
tube is not to rest upon solid masonry, and cov- 
ered over with stone work firmly and solidly built 
for its protection, but is to lie ina trench dug in 
the earth, and only covered over with loose earth 
and rock. It will be nine feet in diameter, and 
not more than oneand a half bricks thick. ‘There 
is no estimate, not one cent, for a foundation and 
masonry for the support and protection of this 
conduit. No, sir, none. To make the conduit 
secure, to protect it from destruction by the im- 
mense floods rising twenty feet above it, and 
bringing down with the torrent huge trees and 


r. PERKINS, of New York. I would ask || 


| ing of the act of Congress under which the plan || 


Mr. SEWARD. This is the manner in which | 


: : | ‘The question was taken on Mr. Smirn’s amend- || 
call your attention, Mr. Chairman, and the atten- || 4 


The question recurred on Mr. CHANDLER’s | 
If.in order, 
| $300,000, so as to enable me to make a few re- | 


I simply desire an opportunity to defend | 
the positions which | have heretofore taken in re- | 


did not rest, as the genueman from North Caro- || 
lina (Mr. Craice] seems to suppose, upon mere || 


| the conviction that they are accurate, and that the | 
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rocks, not one cent of expenditure is estimated for 
If gentlemen will take the trouble to look at the 
| report of Captain Meigs—— 

1] Mr. TAYLOR. What page? 

Mr. STANTON. Page 25. If they will look 
| at this report, they will see that he speaks of the 
|| floods rising twenty feet above this conduit, anq 
| see also, by his estimates, that he has omitted tp 


| 
| 


i} 


estimate for at least three fourths of the work 
which will be required at this point. The Croton 
aqueduct rests upon and is covered up for its pro. 
| tection with solid masonry. It would not other. 
| wise have lasted.a single year. But one of the 
city papers, feeling the force of this omission, has 
attempted to justify it, by referring to the Boston 
aqueduct, which, it is alleged, was laid ina trench 
_dug in the earth, and covered up in the manner 
|| proposed by Captain Meigs for the Washington 
aqueduct. In the first place, the Boston aqueduct 
is a small affair compared with the one projected 
| by Captain Meigs. It is only six feet by four, 
| while this is nine feet, and the one is only abou 
a third as large as the other. In the second place, 
the conduit was only laid on the earth in some 
places, and was sustained and protected by 
masonry in others. .But I have before mea de. 
scription of this work, printed in Boston, which 
says that laying the conduit on the earth was byt 
an experiment, which has proved unsatisfactory, 
The aqueduct leaks, and is cracked in places, in 
consequence of this experiment. Captain Meigs 
is unfortunate in the adoption of plans which 
have failed and exploded before he took them up, 
as may be seen in the plan for the ventilation of 
| the Halls of Congress, as well as in this of the 
aqueduct. But it is useless to dwell further upon 
this point. lf the work goes on, there must bea 
great expenditure of money not estimated for, or 
|| the structure will not stand a single year. 
Captain Meigs’s estimate for the brick work of 
the conduit is $4 50 per running foot. It is based 
upon a calculation that the brick can be laid in 
the conduit at $14 per thousand, including every 
| expense—the bricks, cement, lime, sand, &e, 
| Now, he has contracted for forty millions of 
|| bricks, at $8 75 per thousand. This leaves ¢5 25 
|| for all other expenses—laying the bricks, furnish- 
|| ing cement, sand 
Here the hammer fell. } 
\| r. TAYLOR, of Ohio, obtained the floor, 
|| Mr. CRAIGE. 1b ask the gentleman from 
|| Ohio to allow me to say a word. 1 was very 
|| anxious to have some data upon which these est- 
‘| mates of Captain Meigs’s may be tested, | wes 
|| very much in hopes that my friend from Kentucky, 
|| who has just taken his seat, and who is not in 
|| fluenced any outside plans, would have fur 
|| nished suc data. But, sir, instead of doing that, 
| he spent his whole five minutes in reference tothe 
| plan of Captain Meigs. 
|| ‘The only reason he gives for doubting the cor- 
| rectness of those estimates is, that he allows only 
| $4 50 or $5 for brick work, when the cost would 
|| be $14 per thousand, The gentleman says, too, 
that he pays $8 81 per thousand for the bricks. 
|| Why, sir, the reason for that, as he very well 
| knows, is stated by Captain Meigs himself—that 
| the contractor who agreed to furnish them for 
|, $5 88 failed to carry out his contract. 
|| Then the gentleman speaks about the protection 
| Captain Meigs proposes for the conduit. Why, 
|| sir, that is not the conduit that is to bring the 
|| water to Washington at all, It is merely the 
|| one that is to be placed at the head of the work ia 
| order that it may not be flooded at the start. 
H Mr. TAYLOR. I must interrupt the gentle 
/man, I wish to say a few words upon the sub- 


|| ject myself. If we had not an official report be- 
] fore us, | confess that the good sense, the expe 
| rience of the gentleman from Kentucky, and the 
} attention he has given to this subject, would di- 
vert me from my support of this truly great 
meee act for such I Sean it. He a a fod 
eman of great experience, and understands® 

deal about this kind of business. But, sir, there 
are other men of experience. General Totten, the 
Chief Engineer of the United States Army, '8 * 
man who, as an engineer, has no superior in this 
country, and, perhaps, none in any other country: 

He is a man of unimpeachable reputation, ®” 
yet hein every way confirms the report of Caplan 

' Meigs, made to Congress in 1853, , : 
Sir, all these representations that this work 8 
to cost five or six millions are delusive and imag!0- 
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ary: 
whose statement we can depend u 
that it will only cost $2,300,000. 

from Captain Meigs, written to me as a mem- 
ber of the Committee on Public Buildings and 


n, telling us 


Grounds, bearing date 25th of May, in which he | 


says: 
«| forgot to mention, that, since the attempt to provide 


that the work should not be done, unless a contract should | 


be made to build it for $2,300,000, I have already received 
an offer to build it for $2,200,000, made in good part, I 
believe, and by men whom | Know to be able. I should 
be willing to accept such a proviso, except that it is so dif- 


ficult to manage these great jobs, and better to make smaller | 


ones.”’ 


Now, upon whom amI to rely? This is the 
statement of an educated man—of an officer edu- 
cated at the public expense, understanding his bus- 
iness as well as any other in the eek having 
had twenty years’ experience, and who has made 
an able report upon this subject to President Fill- 
more, and again to President Pierce. Sir, | must 
rely upon his statements, rather than on the sur- 
mises of gentlemen upon this floor. » sir, 
hope the amendment of my friend from Virginia 
will be adopted. {I should have preferred that it 
should have been done without the amendment of 
my friend from Arkansas, which has been adopted. 
I] do not think we should make the corporations 
of Washington and Georgetown—highly respect- 
able, sir, but nevertheless, comparatively poor— 
partners with the Government of the United 


States in carrying out this great national work. I | 


do not think we should burden them with one 
fifth the expense of the work. | hope the Senate 
will strike out that proviso. 
Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, there being no 
objection, withdrew his amendment. 
Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. 
following amendment: 


Provided further, That the said work and the cost thereof 
shall be so reduced in its dimensions as not to include the 


I offer the 


surplus water, amounting, according to the report, to oue | 


thousand seven hundred horse power. 


Mr. Chairman, the report of Captain Meigs || 


proposes to bring into the city of Washington, for 
manufacturing purposes, in addition to an ample 
supply for half a mullion of people, water sufficient 
to carry machinery at a power equal to one thou- 
sand seven hundred horses. 
House of Representatives, I put it to the Demo- 
crats in the House of Representatives, whether 


they are to vote to-day for bringing a power of one | 


thousand seven hundred horses into the city of 
Washington through this aqueduct for the pur- 
pose of carrying machinery? That is the simple 
question. 


Mr. CHASTAIN, Does Captain Meigs rec- 


ommend in his report that it should be used for | 
manufacturing, or does he barely suggest that it | 


might be so used? 


Mr. STANTON, In his report he suggests 


that it can be used for all sorts of light machinery, | 


such as lathes, printing presses, &c. He does not 
propose it, it is true, but he suggests it as theonly 


water. 


Now, sir, | say that this whole work has been 
grossly exaggerated in point of extent and capa- 
city, exaggerated beyond the wants of the city of 
Washington for a century to come—yes, sir, for 
acentury tocome. The proposition of the gen- 
tleman from Ohio [Mr. Oxps] to furnish nine mil- 
lions of gallons of water daily for a population of 
three hundred thousand, ik be amply sufficient 
for all the prospective wants of thecity; but I pro- 
pose, by my amendment, to dispense with only the 
surplus water of seventeen hundred horse power. 
lsmy amendment reasonableor not? If the work 


is to be diminished so as to cut off seventeen hun- || 


dred horse power, of course the cost will be di- 
minished to that extent, 

_Mr. VANSANT. Mr. Chairman, if a.boun- 
tiful supply of pure water can be introduced into 
Washington and Georgetown, at an expense but 
little exceeding that for a meager quantity, should 


seurce from which the same should be taken? 
Can pure water be wasted in populous cities when 
there is an abundant supply for all purposes? 1 
do not believe that it can. 
man from Georgia [Mr. Srepuens] has most truth- 
fall y said, that if the entire waters of the Potomac 
could be poured into the streets and lanes of this 


“We om the estimates of General Totten, 


ere isa letter | 


Now, sir, I | 


Now, | put it to the | 


e honorable gentle- | 





| Honorable gentlemen, opposed to the appro- 
priation, have said much of the theory of thirty 


-altogether absurd. ‘This theory might answer 
very well if the recent experience of the great 
|| cities of this country did not overturn it. Phila- 
deiphia—the city of right-angled streets and broad 
brim hats, whose people are probably more eco- 
_nomical in all matters than those of any other city 
in this country—consumed, on an average, for the 
year 1852, 30 66-100 ale gallons for each inhabit- 
ant per day, being equal to 37 42-100 wine gallons, 
|| The gaugings of waters, and the esumates tor sup- 
ply for the Washington works, both by Colonel 
Hughes and Captain Meigs, are based upon the 
wine or United States standard gallon. 

Mr. TAYLOR. How much did Philadelphia 
consume in the aggregate? 

Mr. VANSANT. I do not remember the 
quantity in the aggregate. I am criticising the 
theory of thirty gallons as a supply for each in- 
habitant perday. The Cochituate works at Bos- 
ton will furnish ten million gallons daily. When 
the works were completed, that quantity, it was 


confidently asserted by its projectors, would be || 


sufficient tor a population of three hundred and || 
fifty thousand; and yet within four years from the || 


completion thereof, when the city of Boston con- 
tained less than one hundred and fifty thousand 
inhabitants, the water board of that city, in a re- 


that *‘the average consumption of water during 
the year has been at the rate of eight millions one 
|| hundred and twenty-five thousand and sixty gal- 
lons daily being one million two hundred aud torty- 
|| two thousand and sixty gailons more than the 
year previous,and about fifty-eight gallons to each 
| inhabitant of the city.’’ During the summer 
| months the consumpuon greatly exceeded the 
uantity indicated. Ihe Croton works at New 
| York, with the exception of laying a portion of 
|| the distributing pipes, were finished in 1842, and 


|| from would be ample for a population of one mil- 
| lion five hundred thousand, and yetat the expira- 
|| tion of eight years, and when the population in 
| the water districtdid not exceed four hundred and 
| fifty thousand, the water commissioners in their 
|| report of 1850, said to the council of New York, 
| ** This board now warns the common council, and 

through it every citizen, that the lust drop of water 
|, which the works in their present state can supply is 
|| now daily delivered in the city.”’ 


|| mates touching a supply of water,) ‘‘ an experi- 
|| ence of ten years enables us to contrast these pre- 
liminary calculations with actual results, and thus 
to see with great certainty the requirementsof the 
|| future. During the summer months, for two 
|| years past, the whole flow of the Croton river has 
been turned through the aqueduct, and in 1851, 
|| for many consecutive weeks, not a drop of water 


was gradually drawn down to two feet seven and 
a half inches. The daily delivery in the city for 
|, a large portion of these two years; has been about 
| thirty millions of gallons a day, often in the past 
| year at least five millions more drawn from the 
\| reservoirs on the island, giving to each inhabitant 
|) in the water district (not more than four hundred 
|| and fifty thousand) ‘*a daily supply of nearly ninety 
'| gallons.” 
| in the face of such facts? 
|| for supplying water from the Great Fails of the 
|| Potomac have compared it to the great aqueducts 
| of ancient Rome. No people, M 


| fort, and cleanliness—pure water. 


Nearly four 


|| aqueaucts, the length of whic 





|| hundred and seventy-five gallons. 
ple, in the supply of wholesome water, is meri- 
|| torious of the imitation of the most refined civil- 
ization of the present day, 


TE. CONGRIGSIONAL GLOBE. 





a 


tion, to enable me to continue my remarks on the 


subject of the estifiates. The engineer estimates 


gallons per day for each inhabitant, and seem to || that the bricks laid in the conduit will cost enly 
|| regard estimates for a greater quantity than this || 


fourteen dollars per thousand. He has contracted 
to pay for the bricks eight dollars and seventy five 
| cents per thousand. This leaves five dors and 
| twenty-five cents for the work, cement, lime, sand, 
| &c. The laying of the bricks in the thick walls of 


|| the Capitol, under the superintendence of Captain 


port to the city council for the year 1852, say | 


it was estimated that the supply of water there- | 


And in their report | 
|| for 1852, they remark, (referring to former esti- | i 
| who for a moment supposes that under 


|| passed over the dam, and the lake formed by it |! 
proper use which can be made of. this surplus | 


W hat is the thirty-gallon theory worth | 


|| Gentlemen opposed to Captain Meigs’s plan |, 


r. Chairman, |) 


knew better than theancient Romans how to appre- || dollars per perch, The experience of the Gov- 
ciate the first great essential to health, and com- || ernment proves it. 


|| hundred millions of gallons were discharged daily l! do 
|| into that yrs ies chop pd througiftwenty || conduit. 


Meigs, cost, upon the authority of the Secretary 
of War, who has so informed the select commit- 
tee, an average of five dollars and eight cents. per 
thousand. Is it to be expected that this same 
engineer can have bricks laid at less cost upon the 
aqueduct, which is all arching, than he can upon 
the Capitol: Certainly net; and if any one is 

_ eredulous enough to believe so, he is deceived, 
Now let us see how the estimate stands. 


Captain Meigs’s estimate per thousand for 


work, and materials, when done. ......... $14 00 
| Contract price of bricks........ eve 75 
Laying at Capitol prices. ........+++ 5 08 
One barrel of cement... .....000 eee 2 OU 
Sand... ccccccccsccscdcsvedscvveubs 50 
Hauling and other expenses....... 50 
$16 83 








Excess of cost over estimate............$2 83 


This, then, is $2 83 per thousand, which these 
fifty millions of bricks are to cost more than the 
estimate; and if an allowance is made for the 
cost of superintending, it will swell the difference 
between the cost and estimate, in this one item, 
$150,000. 

Now, in reference to the stone masonry. The 
estimates for this are $4 37}, $5, and $5 50 per 
perch, according to the kind of work to be done, 
and its location. We have recently had some 
experience in the cost of stone masonry, and can 
form a very correct idea of what it costs Govern- 
ment for such work under military engineers. 
The plain massive piers erected at the Little 
Falls bridge were built by a military engineer, at 
a cost, if all expenses are included, of eleven dol- 
lars per perch. The engineer who unfortunately 
bad charge of the work admitted in his defense of 

| himself in the. Union, that the cost was as much 
as eight dollars. 1| differ from him, and believe my 
statement to be correct; but, take his as the basia 
of calculation, and it exceeds an aversgeof Captain 
Meigs's estimates as: much as three dollars per 
perch. The work on the bridges, culverts, &c., 
of the aqueduct should be done quite ag well as 
that upon the piers of the Little Falls bridge; and 
Roseaim 

Meigs’s management it can be done for less? 

Mr. CRAIGE. Did Captain Meigs build the 
bridge at the Little Falls? 

Mr. STANTON. It was built by the Govern- 
ment, and superintended by a military engineer. 

Mr. CRAIGE. Was it Captain Meigs who 
made the estimates for it? 

Mr. STANTON. I do not know that any 
estimates were ever made. The engineer whe 
| built it maintained that the work had been built 

ata very cheap cost. That cost was, according 
to his admission, eight dollara per perch. 1 make 
it eleven dollars. If eight dollars is cheap, it is 
hardly psssible that Captain Meigs can have the 
work done for less, ata greater distance from the 
city, and under far greater disadvantages. It is 
idle to think 30; and if gentlemen would only 
consult facts in preference to their partialities and 
prejudices, and take a common sense, practical 
_ view of the subject, they would see the matter in 
| a different light. The estimates of Captain Meiga 
for the stone masonry is too low by at least three 


|| But Captain Meigs and the Secretary of War 
not agree in regard to the cost of the brick 
Captain Meigs, in his printed estimates 


varied from seven || sentto Congress, sets down the cost at $4 50 per 
< to sixty miles respectively, and which furnished || 
the committee hesitate as to the selection of the || a daily quantity to each inhabitant of about three | 


Roman exam- | 


running foot. For questioning the accuracy of 
his estimates, we are looked upon, in some quar- 
ters, as guilty of almost treason. Sir, he is ta:ked 
|| about as if he were infallible, as if it were impos- 
|| ble for himtoerr. The Secretary of War does not 
|| seem to place much reliance upon his infallibility ; 





The question was then taken, and Mr. Sran- || for here | have before me his answer to questions 


ted. 
entucky. 


TON’s amendment was re 
Mr. STANTON, of 


|| propounded by the select committee, in which he 


I propose to | says the cost will be $8 17 per foot, instead of 


metropolis, it would be a bounty rarely equaled. ti amend by striking out $400,000 of the appropria- || §4 50. The Secretary of War is nearer right; 











aoee 


but how happens it, if Captain Meigs is so reli- 
able and so infallible, that th® Secretary corrects 
his errors, and places a different amount of cost 
upon the aqueduct? Sir, the estimates of the en- 
gineer are worthless; they are not to be depended 
upon; apd if [ had time to take them up and ex- 





} 


pose them critically, Lcould demonstrate it to the 


satisfaction of every man in this House 

The length of the conduit, this side of the piece 
at the Great Falls, and outside of the tunnels, is 
fifty-nine thousand nine hundred and seventy-one 
feet, or eleven miles and one quarter, It will be 
a brick tube, nine feet in diameter, and one anda 
half bricks thick, In many places it will be sup- 
ported, where it crosses ravines, by embankments 
of earth—nothing elee. The engineer will make 
the embankment, and, in that embankment of 


earth, dig a trench in which t» rest the condait. | 
it will be protected by acovering of earth; and | 
who isstupid enough to suppose that it will stand | 


under such circumstances? The settling of the 
embankment will break it; the washing of the 
rains and floods will expose it 


{ Here the hammer fell. 
Mr. CHANDLER. I have but a very few 


words to offer to the committee on this subject, as 
] am very anxious to come to a vote on the ques- 
tion. I desire to answer the remarks of the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky, (Mr. Stawron,] but not 
with calculations. The Secretary of War, it would 
seem, has entered into a comparison between the 
coast of laying bricks here on the wingsof the Cap- 
itol and laying bricks in trenches on the proposed 
aqueduct. If any man with an eye and with any 
kind of discernment, will look out of the window, 
he will see that the bricks here are laid in all kinds 
of ginger-bread work on arches, &c., which of 
course must be more expensive than laying them 
simply on trenches. 

Mr. STANTON. Allow me to say, that there 
is no difference in Captain Meigs’s estimate be- 
tween the cost of laying the brick on the plain 





trenches, and that of laying it on the arches—they 


are all arches. 

Mr. CHANDLER. 
these arches every brick has-to be cut and whit- 
tied into shape to make it correspond with the 
form on which it is to rest, requiring five times 


the work to lay them that it would to drop the | 


In laying the brick on | 


brick into the arch through which the water is to | 


run. 


Let me say, in regard to these estimates, that | 


they are based upon the calculations of engineers. 
The worst part of the work has been done, and so 
far it has cost less than the estimates. In them 
all allowances have been made by the engineers, 
exceeding the necessities of the case. 
culations for the simple excavation of the earth 
and the laying of bricks are comprised in a for- 


All the cal- | 


mula as simple and accurate as the multiplication | 
table itself. There is no part of practical naviga- | 
tion or surveying which is more simple, more | 


reduced to rules and formula than the calculations 


for this Work, and the youngest engineer who has | 
been in the service only six or eight months, | 


would be scouted at if he could not make these 


calculations so near that they would come within | 


the real cost of the work. 
perfectly easy of calculation. 

I could dwell upon this matter for a longer 
time, but the committee is anxious to vote upon 
the subject, and | need only ask the committee to 
vote upon it, with the facts which have been 
placed before them. 


Itis a matter which is | 


The question was then taken upon Mr. Sran- | 


Ton’s amendment, and it was not agreed to. 


Mr. VANSANT. 
the time of this committee; but the committee 
will, Lam sure, pardon me, inasmuch as I have 
not consumed much of the time of the House 
this session. I offerto amend the pending amend- 
rhent hy increasing the amount $100,000. 

I have been, like the honorable gentleman from 
Kentucky, [Mr. Sranton,] somewhat familiar 
with this subject, theoretically, at least. It be- 
came my duty, upon a former occasion, to exam- 
ine critically the estimates made in reference to 
the introduction of water into thiscity; and since 
I have had the honor of a seat upon this floor, I 
have compared the estimates of Captain Meigs 
with the estimates made by other engineers, and 
I find, in nearly every instance, that the estimates 
of Captain Meigs have overreached those made 


I am disinclined to take up 


| 
i 
} 
| 
| 


| 











{| 


Now, if the honorable gentleman from Ken- 
tucky was disposed to be critical, he might well || 


have criticised the report of his favorite, Colonel || ported—ayes 70, noes 61. 
Hughes, a gentleman whom no one more esteems || 


than | do, who admits, in his report on the intro- | 


it 


duction of water from Rock Creek, that he would | 


have to makea tunnel of one thousand feet through | 
hard rock, near the residence of the late Russian 

Minister, in Georgetown, and yet, in his report, he 

makes no sort of estimate for the expenses of that | 
tunnel. And he places the cost of making rock 

excavation, in general, eighty seven and a half 

cents per cubic yard, which is fifty per cent. less 

than that which has been estimated by other en- | 
gineers for similar work. 

The honorable gentleman from Kentucky, in 
comparing the estimates of Colonel Hughes with 
those of Captain Meigs, for the purpose of show- 
ing that water might be introduced, according to 
the plan of the former, at jess than one fourth of 
the sum which the latter estimated for conveying 
water from the Great Falls, failed to inform this 
committee that Colonel Hughes made no estimate 


for laying down mains to the public buildings, | 


whilst Captain Meigs estimates the cost of mains 
and stop cocks at $290,000. 


Corroborative of the declaration | have made, | 


that the estimates of Captain Meigs are liberal, 
| have compared those estimates with estimates 


for similar work made by distinguished engineers. | 


John J. Jervis and Walter R. Johnson, who sur- 
veyed the route and made estimates for introdu- 
cing the water of Lake Cochituate into Boston, 
estimate the excavation of earth for the line of 
aqueduct, &c., at prices varying from twelve to 
twenty cents per cubic yard. Colonel Hughes’s 
estimate is from fifteen to sixteen cents. Mr, 


| Slade, who was employed in the construction of 


the Boston and the Albany works in the capacity 


of engineer, and who made surveys and estimates | 
for introducing water into Baltimore, estimates | 


the same kind of excavation at twenty cents. 


The estimates of Captain Meigs vary from twenty | 


to thirty-three cents per cubic yard. For excava- 
tion of rock in open cuts, Mr. Slade estimates at 
$2 per cubic yard; Messrs Jarvis and Johnson 


at $1 50 and $1 75; Colonel Hughes at 87; cents, | 


|| side of the East Branch of the Potomac, where 


and Captain Meigs from $1 50 to $2, per cubic | 


ard. For excavation of rock in tunnel, Mr. 


lade based his estimate upon the cost of the | 


Boston tunnels, $15 per cubic yard. 
Meigs estimated at $14 per cubic yard; and the 
tunnels on the Great Falls line are now under 
pe at a cost but little exceeding $7 per cubic 
ard. ; 
, Mr. Slade’s estimates were all made upon the 
cost of similar work upon the Cochituate line, 
and those made by Captain Meigs, equal in the 
average, if they do not exceed those of Mr. Slade. 
In addition to the liberal estimates made by that 
meritorious officer of the United States Topograph- 
ical Department, he has added thereto twenty per 
cent. for contingencies, land damages, &c. His 


| whole report evidences a commendable determin- 


ation not to mislead Congress into an appropria- 
tion fora work which will exceed the estimate for 
its completion. 

If permitted, Mr. Chairman, under the rules of 
the House, to occupy the floor upon the subject 
now before the committee fora few minutes more, 
| could show, by comparing the report of Captain 
Meigs with the cost of works which are now in 
operation, that the cost of introducing water from 


Captain | 


'| passed an appropriation of $100,000 for the pur- 
| pose of purchasing a site and building this asy- 


, the Great Falls should not exceed the estimate of | 


2,300,800. 


Mr. LETCHER., It seems that we are to 


' spend $500,000 here either for water or in making 
| speeches about it upon this floor, and [ think that 


| 


_ best trade of the two. 


to spend it for the water will probably be the 
{Laughter.] I rise, there- 
fore, not to debate this proposition, but to sug- 
gest to the House that we stop debate upon this 
subject. If we are to spend $500,000in this way, 
let us spend no more time about it. Let us come 
toa vote, and if there is a majority in favor of 


| 
| 
| 


|| future day, when the necessities of the country 


the proposition, let it go, but if there is a majority | 


in opposition to it, why, let us have an end to it. 
r. VANSANT, by unanimous consent, 
withdrew his amendment. 
The question recurred upon Mr. Cuanpver’s 
amendment as amended. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, 


/on Accounts gave him authority to employ such 


| it had no recommendation from any officer of the 
Government. 


| 
| 
| 
} 
} 


, tures, and which, owing to the causes so often 


|, buildings commenced, and fit the grounds for the 
| objects intended. 


| that outside pressure sometimes brings here to 


_the build te 
demanded tellers. || eoncerns. He has not paid the extravagant prices 





as 
Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Wasnecay 
of Maine, and Stuart, of Michigan, were a». 
pointed. p 


The question was taken; and the tellers re. 





So the amendment as amended was agreed to. 
Mr. MACE, I offer the following amendmen. 


For an additional messenger to the post office of the 
House that was allowed by the Committee on Accounts at 
the beginning of the present session, $1,000.” 

{ wish simply to explain to the committee the 
reason for the adoption of the amendment | haye 
offered. At the beginning of the present session of 
Congress, it was ascertained to be positively neces. 
sary to give the postmaster of the House an ad. 
ditional messenger and carry-all. The Committee 


messenger, and to 


pian such carry-all. The 
carry-all is provide 


for in the present bill; by 

through some oer no provision has beep 

made for the salary of the messenger so employed, 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. HAVEN. I offer the following amend. 
ment: 

To enable the Secretary of the Interior to complete the 
hospital tor the insane of the District of Columbia, and the 
Anuy and Navy of the United States, as itis now in process 
of construction, where the foundations are laid, $18,209 
and to enable the Secretary of the Interior to complete the 
external improvements necessary to carry into success{y| 
operation said hospital, according to the recommendation 
of the Secretary of the Interior, $18,600, 

If the committee will hear me for a moment 
upon the propriety of this amendment, I will then 
leave it to its fate. I hopea plain and brief state. 
ment will establish it in our favor, and satisfy al! 
that itought to be adopted.~ It isnot recommended 
by any committee whatever; it comes here upon 
its own merits, and, so far as I know, without a 
friend in the House. However that may be, | 
am quite certain it has no advocates among the 
hungry gentlemen outside. 

This hospital for the insane of this District, and 
for the Army and Navy, is now in process of 
construction, and is nearly completed in some of 
its leading features. It is situated on the opposite 


we own one hundred and ninety acres of land, 
most beautifully situated, and adapted in the 
highest degree to this purpose. This land was 
purchased out of the first and only appropriation 
ever made for this object, which left some $70,000 
for the erection of the requisite buildings and fix- 


described here—increased price of labor and ma- 
terials—was, and is, insufficient to perfect the 


This charity for the relief of the unfortunate in- 
sane, who havea claim on the General Govern- 
ment, originated in the House of Representatives. 


It is the spontaneous result of our 
own sympathies, and our own judgment. I think 
it was on the motion of Mr. Stanly, of North 
Carolina, that the last Congress, at its first session, 
















lum; and all I ask is, that this House now take 
charge of it, and dispose of the whole matter a8 
it thinks best. I feel assured it will not allow its 
own offspring to suffer for the want of that aid 


cts much less worthy in character. 
desire to add, that the work has been under 
the general charge of the Secretary of the Interior; 
bat it has all been carried on under the imme- 
diate eye of Dr. Nichols, a very fair and high- 
minded man. He is a gentleman of quite a larze 
experience in some of the leading insane institu- 
tions of the country. The plan—admirable ! 
think it—is his. It contemplates, at some remote 


= 


shall demand it, more buildings than are now in 
process of construction; and one of the proprieties 
of the matter is, that still the present portion of 
the building will be a complete and perfect estab- 
ishment within itself, and will accommodate 4 
least seventy patients. 


It appears to me that the appropriation already 
made been used in a careful and economical 
manner. Dr. Nichols seems to have conducted 


as @ private individual would his own 
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for bricks that we have heard so much complaint | 


of this morning in reference to the aqueduct, of 
eight dollars per thousand. On the contrary, he 
has made his own brick, out of the clay upon the 


exceeding*five dollars per thousand. 


The Secretary of the Interior informs us, and | 


such is the opinion of Dr. Nichols, that the ap- 

ropriation named in my amendment will com- 
plete the present portion of the building and the 
grounds, as it was originally intended it should 
be completed. In this they may be mistaken, 
but | hope not. I ask the committee if they will 
not take charge of it now as their own matter, as 
they did when the House originated the proposi- 


tion for this asylum, and make what they deema | 


proper grant to complete their own work. I hope 


they will, and that the appropriation will be voted. | 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. PHELPS. 
mittee of Ways and Means to offer the following 
amendment: 

For running and marking the boundary line between 


the United States and the Republic of Mexico, under the | 


treaty concluded at the city of Mexico on the 30th December, 


1853, the sum of $168,130, to be disbursed under the direc- | 


tion of the Secretary of the Imterior: Provided, That there 
shall be allowed and paid to the commissioner, survevor, 
and astronomer, appointed, or to be appointed, for the pur 
pose aforesaid, each a salary at the rate of $3,000 per 


aunumn, aud that if the duties of either have been, or shall | 
be, performed by an officer of the Army, his pay during || 


the time of such employment shall be increased to that 
sul. 


By the terms of the treaty made between the | 


United States and the Mexican Government, the 
ratifications of which were exchanged on the first 
of this month, a provision is made for the running 
of this boundary line between the United States 


and Mexico. 1 mean for running so much of the | 


boundary line as by the terms of the treaty do 


not correspond with the boundary as laid down by | 


the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo. 
The Secretary of the Interior submits to us an 
estimate on which that amendment is proposed. 


The previous commissioner, who was engaged in | 


completing the work on the boundary between 
the United States and Mexico, was required to 


submit an estimate of the sum adequate and suffi- | 


cient to complete the running of this line. He 
estimates that from twelve to eighteen months will 
be required for the purpose of completing it; and 
he estumates the amount indicated in this amend- 
ment as being ample. He thinks that if no 


accident devolve on the work, and if no delays || 


shall occur when engaged in the prosecution of 
this line, the work may be completed in perhaps 
twelve months, or a little longer. If so, the 
amount of money now asked to be appropriated 
will be more than will be required for that purpose. 

It is important that this money should be ap- 
propriated now; for by the terms of the treaty it 


has been agreed that the commissioners to be ap- | 
nT by the respective Governments of the | 


Jnited States and Mexico shall meet within three 


months after the exchange of the ratifications of | 
the treet in the town of El Paso, on the bor- | 
ew Mexico, and there enter upon the | 


ders of 


discharge of their duties. I am informed that 


these ratifications have been exchanged on the first | 


of July. I shall not detain the committee with 
any further remarks. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
oppose the amendment offered by the gentleman 


from Missouri, but to suggest an amendment to | 
ea I propose to insert, after the | 
y,’ in that amendment, in the line be- | 


it, or to move one. 
word * 


fore the last, the words ** including emoluments.’’ 
The amendment will then read— 


“his pay, including emoluments, shall be increased to the | 


same amount.’’ 


Mr. PHELPS. I have no objection to the pro- | 


posed amendment. I will modify my amendment 
as suggested. 

Mr. JONES. It will be right to do so. Itgives 
the civil officer who may be appointed the amount 
of pay and emoluments. 

Mr. PHELPS, (interrupting.) I agree to the 
modification. It was the intention to have had the 


* amendment drawn up in that form. 


Mr. JONES. I préposed the amendment be- 


cause in the Army pay is a technical word, and 
does not include emoluments. 


The question was taken; and the amendment 


was agreed to. 


nremises, and, as he assures me, at a cost of not | 


lam instructed by the Com- | 


I do not rise to | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





}; ment: 
i} For building an appraiser’s store in the city of San 
|, Francisco, California, $75,000, to be expended under the 
direction of the Secretary of the Treasury. 

I would not have troubled the House by offer- 
ing this amendment, but that the matter had been 
intrusted by the Secretary of the Treasury to the 
gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. Brecxiainer,} 
who is upon the Committee of Ways and Means, 
but who is detained from the House to-day by 
sickness, and that I feared that the bill might be 
finished this afternoon, and thus the opportunity 
be lost for that gentleman to offer it. A recom- 





by the Secretary of the Treasury, ina letter which 
1 hold in my hand, and which | will send to the 
Clerk’s desk to be read. 

Suffice it for me to say, that the Government is 
| now paying a rentof $1,800 per month, or $21,600 





| per annum, for a store which is too small for the 
business of the appraiser’s office. 


order. [ wish to know if this is an original prop- 

osition or not? LI wish to know whether this ts 

a matter provided for by law? If not, the amend- 
| ment is notin order. * 

Mr. LATHAM. I will state that the House 
has already appropriated $150,000 to buy the 
custom-house lot in San Francisco. This ap- 
praiser’s office is to be placed upon that lot. The 
letter of the Secretary will show how the matter 
stands better than anything I can say, and | 
therefore ask thatit may be read. 

The letter was read, as follows: 


TrReasURY DEPARTMENT, January 4, 1854. 

Sir: IT have the honor to inclose, tur the consideration 
of the House of Representatives, a copy of a letter ad- 
dressed to this department by R. J. Hammond, collector at 
San Francisco, and Samuel J. Bridge, general appraiser 
for California, the two being also acting commissioners of 
public buildings. 

These gentlemen represent the insufficiency of size of 
the rented building now occupied as an appraiser’s store, 
and the large rent paid; and recommend the construction 
| of a building one hundred and twenty feet by forty five 

feet ten inches, on the lot (being part of the public re- 
serves) on which the new custom house has been com- 
menced, by which the business of the port will be accom- 
modated, and the cost of the building be saved in less than 
four years. 

I respectfully recommend that the sum of seventy-five 
thousand dollars ($75,000) be appropriated for the proposed 
building, t6 be expended under the direction of this De- 
partment, with a proviso that the said appropriation is not 





in said land to the United States. 

Permit me also to suggest the great advantage of the ap- 
propriation (if proper in the judgment of the House) being 
mmade at once, for the reasons stated by Messrs. Hammond 
and Bridge. 1 am, very respectfully, 

JAMES GUTHRIE, 
Secretury of the Treasury. 
Ilion. Linn Boyp, Speaker House of Representatives. 
The CHAIRMAN. Theruleupon the subject, 
_ the Chair thinks, is positive, and must control. 
The Chair is of opinion that the amendmentis not 
in order. The rule provides that no amendment 
| shall be in order to a general appropriation bill for 
any expenditure not previously authorized by law, 
unless in continuation of appropriations for such 
public works and objects as are already in prog- 
ress, and for contingencies for carrying on the 
several Departments of the Government. ee 
This being a new appropriation, the Chair is 
constrained to rule the amendment out of order. 
| . Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. I move to strike out 
the nine hundred and twenty-ninth, nine hundred 
'and thirtieth, and nine hundred and thirty-first 
lines, and insert the following, which refers to 
the same subject: 


For compensation of twenty laborers in the public 
grounds and President’s garden, at forty dollars per month 
each, $10,560: Provided, Fifteen of said men shall be em- 
ployed in the grounds about the Capitol, and such public 
reservations and streets as are under the supervision of the 
public gardener, and the other five at the grounds around 
| the President’s Mansion. 


| I do not wish to detain the committee. I have 
|| a letter from the public gardener, and also one 
from the Commissioner of Public Buildings, but 
| 1 will not take up the time of the committee by 
j 


| 


having them read. 
Mr. LETCHER. 
read. 
_ Mr. TAYLOR. Very well; I certainly have 
| no objection. 
The letters were read, as follows: 


Orrice Commissioner oF Pusiic BcILpINGs, 
Carrrot, May 26, 1854. 
Six: I have the honor to inelose a jetter from Mr. James 


I hope the letters will be 





. 


mendation has been made for this appropriation, | 


to take effect until the State of California shall release’ title | 
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Mr. LATHAM. | ae the following amend- | Maher, the public gardener, to a ashing for additional 


| assistance in the performance of the duties incident to his 
| office, and setting forth his reasons therefor. 
| Mr. Maher is the only public gardener known to the law, 
and was formeriy charged with the oversight, under the 
| Commissioner of Public Buildings, of all the horticuttural 
improvements under the General Government, in Wash- 
ington ; andhe was allowed by law sixteen men and two 
horses and carts to carry on these improvments. Within 
the past year, by direction of the Secretary of the Interior, 
the grounds around the Presidential Mansion were placed 
under the especial direction of a person denominated by 
| way of distinguishing him from the “ public gardener,’’ 
the “ President’s gardener.”? On assuming the duties of 
| this office, I found Mr. John Watt (one of the sixteen 
| kaborers authorized by law) in charge of the kitchen gar- 
den and green house at the President’s; and when the 
Secretary directed the division of the grounds, having 
ascertained that Mr. Watt was the most competent person 
to take charge of the grounds around the President’s Man 
sion, I appointed him to that duty, he still receiving only 
| the pay of alaborer. This involved the necessity of divid- 
ing the force under Mr. Maher. Nine of the men were 
| lett under him, and the other six were placed under Mr. 
Watt. 
| The committee will perceive that while Mr. Maher had 
| concrol of the sixteen men, he could, when occasion re- 


Mr. INGERSOLL. I rise to a question of 11 quired, detail the entire force for any emergency. Now, he 


cannot; and when his work presses, he is materially short- 
| handed; and I think his request, that he may be allowed 


|| six more men, is but reasonable, and ought to be granted. 


| Mr. Maher has been long in the public service as gar- 
| dener. He has been faithful, and has taken a deep interest 
, and great pride in forming and beautifying the public 
| grounds. Since the grounds have been divided, he has not 
| suffered that interest to lag, but, if possible, has been more 
energetic and watchful than before, and the committee have 
| but to examine to see in what admirable order ali the 
| grounds now under him are kept. 

To enable him to continue them in this order, to take 
|| proper care of the large number of trees ander his charge, 
| and to do property the labor incident to his position he asks 
| the addition of six men and two horses and carts. 

I reepectfully recommend that the committee take his re- 

quest into favorable consideration. 

{ am, with high respect, your obedient servant, 

B. B. FRENCH, 
Commissioner of Public Buildings. 
Hon. Burton Craice, Chairman of the Committee on 
Public Buildings and Grounds, House of Representatives, 
| United States. 
Wasninetron, May 25, 1854. 
| Dar Str: Agreeable to your request, I give you the 
| outlines of what is necessary and required. I am doing the 
| best I can with the labor of nine hands, to keep the Capitol 
| grounds and all your avenues, trees and boxes, including 
breakage of boxes by runaway horses and carriages, storms, 
&c. Also, from East Capito! street to Georgetown; from 
Carroll’s bridge to the railroad depot; from Pennsylvania 
avenue, Fourteenth street to the Island; from Pennsylva- 
nia avenue, Twelfth street to the Island; from Pennsylva- 
nia avenue, Seventh street to the Island; from Pennsylva- 
| niaavenue, Four-and-a-half street to the Island; two reser- 
|| vations near the canal, and all around the Capitol square. All 
| those trees were planted by James Maher, public gardener. 
|| ‘There was one thousand of them planted within six months, 
| They require attention. I am doing the best | can with the 
few hands I have got, but itis out of my power to do justice 
to the Capitol grounds and trees with the number of hands 
| at present employed, having at least ten miles double rows 
of trees and boxes, on avenues and streets to attend to, be- 
sides the Capitol grounds. It would require at least the 
labor of fifteen hands to do it justice; also two horses and 
carts. Very respectfully &c., 
JAMES MAHER, Public Gardener. 
'| B. B. Frencu, Commissioner of Public Buildings. 


| Mr. TAYLOR. It is not necessary that I 
| should say anything in addition. I wil! only re- 
| mark that this amendment is recommended by the 
| Commissioner on Public Buildings and Grounds, 
| and seems to be necessary. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. We pay these 
| men now forty dollars per month, instead of thirty 
dollars, as that communication states. 
| Mr. TAYLOR. It does not propose to increase 
| the pay of these men at all. 
| Mr. HOUSTON. It increases the number of 
| laborers totwenty-two. Itadds six to the sixteen 
now employed. I believe that sixteen are too 
many. 
The amendment was rejected. 
Mr. PHELPS. I move the following amend- 
| ment: 
| To enable the Secretary of the Treasury to replace the 
moneys already paid for rents, and to pay the semi annual 
payment of rent falling due on the Ist day of January, 1655, 
on the two leases, each bearing date 19th day of August, 


| 

1853; one thereof with the Bank of the city of New York, 
an d the other thereof from the Bank of Commerce, both 
} 


| 


|| being for property on Wall street, in the city of New York, 
leased for the uses of the assay office in the city of New 
York, $68,458 33. 


Mr. Chairman, I ask that that amendment may 
| be considered as coming in under the head of mis- 
| cellaneous items. It merely proposes an appro- 
|| priation of money for the rent of buildings in the 
|| use of the Government, and is recommended by 
| the Secretary of the Treasury by communitation 
\) received from him to-day. 
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Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. 1 offer the 
following amendment to the amendment: 
Provided, That each and all persons who have been, or 
who may be, appomted hereafter to disburse money which 
ie wow, or may hereafier be, appropriated for the building 
or repair of awy of the edifices or structures for which ap 
ropriations are made tn this act, and are not now required 
y law Lo give bond and security, shall give bond with good 
security insufficient penalty, to be approved of by the head 
of the Department under which said disbursement may be 
made, or the President of the United States when the work 
shall $e specifically under bis direction. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 


ee 


| 
| 
| 


Mr. PHELPS The gentleman has misunder- | 


stood the amendment which | have submitted. 
is merely to appropriate money necessary to pay 


the rent of buildings occupied in New York city || 


by the Goverument as an assay office. 

Mr. STANTON. Is it not for buildings to be 
erected ? 

Mr.PHELPS. No, sir; the buildings are al- 
ready erected, They were leased by the Secretary 
of the Treasury for the uses of an assay office, 
with the privilege of purchasing them, They have 
been fitted up, and this money is to pay the rent. 

Mr. STANTON. Is not the Government 
erecting or repairing buildings there for an assay 
office? 

Mr. PHELPS. The buildings are already 
erected, The Government has had them fitted 
up and repaired. 

Mr. STAN (ON. If the Chair decides the 
amendment out of order | have nothing to say. 


it | 


The CHAIRMAN. The amendment is vot | 


germane. ‘The amendment moved by the gentle- 
man from Missouri is not for the erection of build- 
ings, but for the payment of rent. 

Mr. HAVEN, 
be made, all this but $30,000 will lapse and go 
back into the Treasury, 

The question was taken; and Mr. Puevrs’s 
amendment was agreed to, 

Mr, HENN. 


f the $500,000 appropriation | 


I move to insert the following | 


proviso after the provision for the payment of the | 


Auxiliary Guard of Washington: 

Provided, That the captain and members of the Auxil 
iary Guard shall be appointed by the President of the United 
States, and +hall be subject to such rules and regulations as 
rmoay be prescribed by him, 


After the following paragraph of the bill: 


For compensation of Auxiliary Guard, fuel, and oil for || 


lainps, 31,000. 


I have only to say if we appropriate money in 
order to sustain this guard, we should have con- 
trol over them, and they should be directed to take 
charge of public instead of private property. The 
amendment simply provides that the President 
shall appoint the guard, and we appropriate the 
money to pay their salaries 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. It seems to me that 
we are departing for a very small thing from the 
ordinary rules for protecting the property of this 
city. For the last.eight or ten years the appoint- 
ment of this Auxiliary-Guard has been allowed to 
the city of Washingten. 
to require the President to appoint its members; 
but I think the Mayor and Common Council are 
the proper persons to make these appointments, 


I do notthink we ought | 


because they will be acquainted personally with | 


the men who are to compose this guard. 


— not to be laid upon him 
r. JONES, of Tennessee. I wish simply to 
say that this guard is authorized by act of Con- 


gress, and that the Constitution requires the ap- || 


ointment of all inferior officers to be vested in the 
resident-——— 
Mr. TAYLOR. Who has appointed the mem- 
bers of this guard heretofore? 
Mr, JONES. I believe the Mayor has ap- 
inted them. 


It is || 
imposing upon the President a duty which I think || 


| 
} 
} 
} 
j 


| 


Mr. TAYLOR. Hewasa Democratic Mayor. | 
Mr. JONES. The Constitution requires the 


appointment of inferior officers to be vested in the | 


President alone, or in the heads of Departments. 

The question being upon Mr. Henn’s amend- 
ment 

Mr. SAGE demanded tellers; which were not 
ordered. 

The question was then taken; and the amend- 


ment was agreed to. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I offer the follow- 
ing atmendment, to come in at the end of the sec- 
tion providing for the purchase of trees: 

For cutting down and removing from the public ground 
avenues, aud streets in ngton city, under the eoatrel 
Of Congzees, ail the aftunthus (rete, Q000: ii 


i 
| 
i 





The clause in the bill to which I offer this as 
an amendment provides an appropriation for pur- 
chasing trees to be planted upon the public 
grounds. I think every gentleman who was here 
during the two or three weeks that that tree was in 
bloom will be satgsfied of the necessity and ina- 
portance of ridding the city of it; and the amend- 
ment I have offered provides an appropriation of 
$500 for that purpose. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I propose the following 


amendment, to come in after line nine hundred | 


and sixty-four: 
For the Capitol extension, $750,000. 
That is the estimate of the Department. 
[Cries of ** Question !”’ ** Question !”’] 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


GLOBE. 


1 
/ 
i 
| 
ii 


| tailing, flagging foutways, potting in order yards, 


| copper, where it was temporarily repaired with 


uly 5, 

For altering the streets, repairing, &c., in front of rT 

eastern wing of the Patent Office building, putting up iron 
Bad nai 

ing new saloon of Patent Office in frese, 314,95 4 paint. 

For painting and repairs inside of the Capitol 

naces under the Senate Chamber, 


room, &c., $5,000. 
For permanent repair of the roof of the Capi 


new far. 
and Supreme Gene 


tol with 


tin 
the burning of the library of Congress, $2,000, » Atlee 
For completing the improvement of Pennsylvania avenue 
west of Seventeenth street west, $9,000. 


I have a letter from the Commissioner of Pyp. 
lic Buildings, in which he says that all these items 


|| have received the sanction of the Secretary of the 


|| Interior. 


I will have it read, if the committe 


| wish to hear it. 


Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. | offer the fol- | 


lowing as an amendment to that amendment: 


Provided, That every and all persons who have been, or | 


may be appointed hereafter to disburse the money which is || 
now, or inay be hereafter appropriated for the building or | 


repairs of any of the edifices or structures for which appro 
priations are made in this act, and who are not now re- 
quired by law to give bond and security, shall give bond 


Mr. HOUSTON, I suppose these appropri. 
ations are, in almost every case, wrong. The 
Committee of Ways and Means have examined 


these items. Two or three items, I think, make 


provision for iron flagging for relaying the Patent 
Offce. From the reading of the amendment, | 


| think the gentleman has copied his amendment 


and security, with good sureties in sufficient penalty, to be | 


approved of by the head of the Department under which 


Uuited 
| his direction. 


A very large portion of the persons into whose || 


hands the money we are now appropriating for 


| flagging. 


buildings and other structures, will go for dis- | 


bursement, are performing that duty without 


| giving any bond or security to the Government | 


| for its faithful application. We er bond 
from all civil officers entrusted with pu 


lic funds, | 


and there is no reason why it should not be re- | 


quired from all others. 


If a poor widow receives | 


the office of postmistress, where the revenues || 
scarcely exceed ten dollars per year, she is re- | 
quired to give bond, because the law demands it. || 
Immense amounts of money, in some cases over | 
| make speeches before this House. 


a million of dollars, are disbursed by officers of the 


| Army in eivil service, and not one cent of security | 


is required. The reason these officers are exempt 


| from giving bond, is simply because no law com- | 


pels it. I propose now to change the practice, 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. My own opinion 


from the estimates of the Commissioner of Public 
Buildings. Thisis all wrong. There is no such 


| thing as iron flagging contemplated. 
such distribution is to be made, or by the President of the || 
tates, when the work shall be specifically under |! theman alludes is for iron railing. 


Mr. TAYLOR. The item to which the gen- 


Mr. HOUSTON. It is for iron railing and 
I believe the gentleman has copied his 
amendment from the letter of the Commissioner; 
but I hope that letter will be read. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Let tne letter be read. 

Mr. SEWARD. I object. 

Mr. TAYLOR. I have waived m 
speak, in order to have the letter read. 


there will be no objection. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I really hope the gentleman 
from Georgia will withdraw his objection. 

Mr. SEWARD. I do not. I do not want 
these officers of the Government to come here and 


right to 
! hope 


Mr. LETCHER. I move to strike out the first 
item in the amendment. 
Now let us have the etter read in my five min- 


| utes; but first, 1 want to say that my object in 
and require them to be bound by the same obliga- | 


|| tions which are imposed upon civilians. 


having these letters read is, that they may go 


upon the record. I want to know who is respon- 


in that matter is, that the whole system of taking | 


| Security from public officers is wrong in principle. | 


| What right have we to require two or three men 


to become responsible for a person to disburse || and designed to dictate what this legislative body 


shall do. It is a means by which they come here 


| money for the Government, in which work they 


| have no more interest than the twenty-five mil- | 


| lions of people of the country? It is the Gov- 


| and the Government—that is, the whole people 


| of the country—are better able, if they make a | 


| bad selection of officers, to bear the loss, than one 
| or two or three men are. 
ernment to require security from anybody. They 


select the officer, and give him his appointment; | 
appoint an improper person, who fails 


| and if the 

| to act fairly, let the whole country be his security, 
The question was taken; and Mr. Sranron’s 

amendment to the amendment was agreed to. 
The question then recurring on Mr. Hovuston’s 

amendment, as amended; it was agreed to, 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I offer the follow- 


| ing amendment, under the instruction of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means: 


|| For compensation of one watehman, to be employed at 


the building lying south of the Capitol, used as public 
stables and carpenter shop, $500. 

The reason for this amendment is, that there 
| have been recently attempts made to fire these 
stables, by which two or three horses have been 
seriously injured, and, therefore, it is proposed to 
employ a watchman there. 

he amendment was agreed to. 


| »Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. I offer the following, 
| under the instructions of the Committee on the 
Public Buildings and Grounds: 


For fuel for the President’s house, $1,000. 

For a furnace keeper at the President’s house, at one 
dollar per day, $365, 

For inclosing with an iron fence thé circle at the inter- 

|} section of Pennsylvania avenue with New Hampshire 

avenue and K and Twenty-third streets, and improving 
said inclosure, $10,000. 

For iron railing and flagging in front of the old portion of 
the Patent Office builaing, $5,750. 

For taking up, relaying, and for repairing old foot pave- 


ments, and making new ones around the public squares, 
buildings, and reservations, 10,000. 


] 





| 


It is wrong for the Gov- | 





| jection to the reading of these letters. 


| mittee of Ways and Means. 


sible for these recommendations, 
Mr. SEWARD. I desire also to state my ob- 


They are 
from the heads of the Departments or Bureaus, . 


into this House and make speeches. I withdraw 


; } | my objection. 
| ernment that requires the services to be performed; || * 


he letter was then read, as follows: 


| Orrice ComMIssiIoNneR Pus. BuiupiInes, Caprrou U. &., 


City oF WASHINGTON, June 14, 1854, 

T most respectfully call the attention of the Committee 
on Public Buildings and Grounds to the following facts: 

Among the estimates submitted to Congress by the Sec- 
retary of the Interior are the following; which have not 
been inserted in the general appropriation bill by the Com- 
I know not for what reason 
they were omitted, and can only say that many-of them 
are usual, and that they are all necessary for the public 
service, viz: 

For fuel for the President’s House, $1,000. 

For a furnace. keeper at the President’s House, $365. 

For inelosing with an iron fence the circle at the inter- 
section of Pennsylvania avenue with New Hampshire 
avenue, and K and Twenty-third streets, and improving 


| the same, $10,000. 


For iron raiting and flagging in front of the old portion, 
of the Patent Office Building, &c., $5,730. 

For taking up, repairing, and relaying old foot pavements, 
and making new ones around the public buildings, and res- 
ervations, $10,000. 

For paving the sidewalk in front of the President’s 
House, $1 ‘300. 

For altering the streets, repairing, &e., in front of the east 
wing of the Patent Office Building, putting up-iron railing, 
flagging footway, putting in order \ards, painting new 68- 
loon of Patent Office in fresco, &c., $14,250. 

For painting and repairs inside of the ; new fur- 
mnemt oA the Senate Chamber and Supreme Court room, 

c., $5,000. 
of this work has beendone.). 

‘or permanent repair with copper of the roof of the 
Capito! where it was temporarily repaired with tin, after 
the burning_of the library, €2,000,. . ; 

For completing the improvement of Pennsylvania ave- 
nue west teenth street west, $9,000. 

I bad the honor to submit directly t@ the House of Rep- 
resentatives, on the 30th of January tast, sundry es- 
timates_ of ions public buildings, streets, 

ands, &c., which are printed and contained in miscél- 
aneous document of the House of tatives, No. 11. 

Some of those estimates | regard of very great import- 
ance to the United States, and hope that the committee will 
think proper to recommend them to the House for adoption. 

I respectfully specify the following, viz : 








ly 5, 


nt of the 
x up iron 
Ad paint. 
. 

new fur. 
Court 


tol with 
UD, after 


a avenue 


of Pub. 
© items 
y Of the 
NMittee 


)propri. 
| he 
amined 
ty Make 
Patent 
ment, | 
ndment 

Public 


10 Such 


he gen. 


ng and 
vied hig 


ssloner; 


ight to 
I hope 


\|tleman 


it want 
ere and 


he first 


re min- 
ject in 
way go 
espon- 


my ob- 
vey are 
reaus, . 
e body 
1e here 


shdraw 


,U. 8, 
1854, 

mimittee 
acts: 

he Sec- 
ave not 
e Com- 
| reason 
pf them 
| public 


65. 

e inter- 
npshire 
proving 


portion, 


ements, 
ind res- 


sident’s 


he east 
railing, 
ew sa- 


ww fur- 
{ room, 


of the 
, after 


a ave- 


f Rep- 
dry es- 
streets, 
niscél- 
No. 11. 
m port- 
ee will 
ppuoa- 











For watchman and messenger inside of the President’s 
House, ($500 each,) $1,000. ; 
For removing fences, &c., preparatory to extension of 
Capital square, 15,000. ; 

For additional lighting consequent on the inerease of | 
jight on Pennsylvania avenue, and to keep the lamps 
hghted through the nigbt, (in addition to regular appropria- 
tion,) $13,000. . 

For grading and graveling Delaware avenue, &c., $4,080. 

The general appropriation bill, lines nine hundred and 
twenty nine, nine hundred and thirty, and nine hundred 
and thirty-one contain the appropriation for the sixteen 

en. 

m should the committee comply with Mr. Maher’s request, 
an aulendment to read as follows, in lieu of it, would be 
yper: 

em For compensation to twenty-two laborers in the public 
grounds and President’s garden, at $40 per month each, 
&10,500 60: Provided, That fifteen of said men shall be 
employed in the grounds about the Capitol, and sach pub- 
lic reservations and streets as are under the supervision of 
the public gardener, and the other six at the grounds around 
the Presidential Mansion.”? 

For inclosing Franklin square, &c., $16,550. 

For inclosing and improving two triangular spaces on 
Pennsylvania avenue, &e., 39,000. ‘ 

For extending the culvert across Tiber creek from Penn- 
syivania avenue to the north side of B street north, 
$28.60", , 

(I regard this as one of the most important improvements 
in this city, so far as regards health and comfort.y 

To pay two men in charge of the green-house at the 
President’s, one to be foreman, $1,050, 

Although I believe most of the estimates, and perhaps all, 
submitted by me as important, those above referred to are 
particularly so—some of them so much so that the public 
service will suffer if they are not made. 

I am, with great respect, the committee’s obedient ser- 
vant, B. B. FRENCH, 
Commissioner of Public Buildings. 


Before the reading was finished, 

Mr. LETCHER said: That willdo. This is 
but a recapitulation of the amendment itself. I 
want to know the reason for making these appro- 
priations. Here is an appropriation for a furnace 
iheaper for the President’s House, Now, the 
furnaces at the President’s House have not hereto- 
fore been without a keeper. Who has attended to || 
them? 

Mr. TAYLOR. The letter of the Commissioner 
of Public Buildings will probably show, if the 
gentleman will allow the reading to be finished. 

Mr. LETCHER. No, sir; I see how it is. 
‘The gentleman from Ohio has merely copied the 
letter of the Commissioner in his amendment. 

Mr. TAYLOR. The estimates for which the 
amendment provides are contained in the letter. 

Mr. LETCHER. But that is not whatI what 
toknow. [ wantthereason. Who takes careof 
the President’s furnaces now ? | 

Mr. TAYLOR. I can only state to the gentle- | 
man that the Committee on the Public Buildings 
and Grounds received this communication from 
the Commissioner of the Public Buildings and | 
Grounds, and I suppose he has charge of them. 

Mr. LETCHER. That is exactly my idea | 
about it. The Committee on the Public Buildings 
and Grounds received this communication from 
the Commissioner of the Public Buildings and 
Grounds, and then, without making any inquiry 
into the matter, they come here, present the 
amendment, and say that because he is the Com- || 
missioner, appointed by the President, this House | 
must swallow whatever he chooses to offer. Sir, 
Ido not belong to any such squad, which rec- 
ognizes the right of any official in this Govern- 
ment to come here and require me to swallow a 
dose, unless he can assign a good reason for it 
before he does require it. 

Now, when this Committee on the Public 
Buildings and Grounds come here, they ought to 
be ready to explain the necessity for this matter. 
We ought not to have been asked to take it on 
trust, merely because an officer of the Govern- 
ment says so. Why, sir, it looks as if persons 
who wanted office were rather more numerous 
than the offices themselves; hence this proposition 
to create the new office of furnace-keeper under 
the President’s House. 

_ Mr. TAYLOR. It is a matter of perfect 
indifference to me whether any of these ap- 
propriations are made or not. The gentleman’s || 
economy seems to grow larger and more strict | 
while there is a Democratic President in the | 
White House. I have no objection to it. I take | 
it for granted that a committee of this House is | 
not required to run all over the public buildings 
and grounds; and that if they inquire, officially, 
what is wanted for keeping up and repairing the 
public. buildings and grounds, they have done | 
their full duty. I understand that the House of 
ntatives will, om official statement, vote 





| city. 


_ spectability very much. 


| lar to keep the President’s 
but I believe, as a Representative of the people, | 
| that we ought to make the necessary and reason- 
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a 
the usual appropriation. [I do not understand | stands who comes here with a private claim. I 


that there is ae unusual in the items of || maintain that the Committee on Public Buildings, 
1 


appropriation I 


) ave submitted for thé adoption 
of the committee. 


The gentleman from Alabama states that the | 
| Commissioner 


of the Public Buildings and 
Grounds asks for iron flagging for the walk in 
front of the Patent Office. He.has asked for no 
such thing; neither have the Committee on 
the Public Building and Grounds recommended it. 
We recommended what the Commissioner of the 
Public Buildings and Grounds, in an official let- 
ter to the committee, said the Secretary of the In- 
terior recommended; and | state to the gentleman 


| from Virginia, that his own Secretary has recom- 


mended these things. The Committee on the 
Public Buildings and Grounds were liberally dis- 
posed to grant them. 

It is a matter of perfect indifference to me wheth- 


| er one dollar be appropriated or not: but acting as 


a member of the House, and considering the re- 


| 
| 
1 


commendations of the Secretary of the Interior as 


proper ones, not unusual, I, for one, consented to 
these amendments. 


erally for the public buildings and grounds of this 


I desired to appropriate lib- | 


It is said by the Commissioner that the | 


amendments were presented to the Committee of | 


Ways and Means, but were rejected; why, | know 
not. Did the gentlemen of that committee go and 
examine these buildings and grounds in person? If 
they did, they lessened, in my opinion, their re- 


not go in person to these places and examine 


| whether every dollar and cent was required. If | 
these things arecommunicated officially bythe Com- | 
| missioner of the Public Buildings and Grounds, | 


and the Secretary of the Interior, as necessary, |} 


do not think that I, as one of the members of the | 
, Committee on the Public Buildings and Grounds 


can be upbraided for submitting them to the,con- 
sideration of this body by the instructions of that 
committee. Not at all. I do not 
amendments in my individual capacity as a Rep- 
resentative from the State of Ohio. 1 offer them 
by instruction of the Committee on the Pablic 
Buildings and Grounds; and I am unwilling to be 
reproached for asking the usual appropriations to 

keep the public buildings and grounds in order. 
If this House reject these appropriations, be it 
so. , 1 do not care whether appropriate a dol- 
ouse 10 order or not; 


able appropriations to keep up the public pespeny: 
You should make Washington city creditable to 
the nation, and not niggardly inquire into the 
wood burned at the President’s; whether we will 
take care of the trees planted on your avenues 
and in the grounds, or whether we will allow the 
public gardener six additional hands when his 
duty is doubled. I do not inquire into such econ- 


|| omy as that; and if I were chairman of the Com- 


mittee of Ways and Means, | would not under- 


| take to say that the public gardener did not require | 
| additional assistance. 


my duty. 


For one, I have discharged 


was instructed by the committee of which [ am a 


| member, and it rests with the House whether | 


they are adopted or not. 


The question was then taken upon the amend- | 


ment to the amendment; and it was rejected. 

Mr. LETCHER. I move to strike out all ex- 
cept the last clause of the amendment. I do so 
in order that | may say that the gentleman from. 
Ohio [Mr. Tayror] is oneof the last men | would 
undertake to reproach, either here or elsewhere, 
as I entertain for him the highest personal respect. 
But it does seem to me, however, that some 
of the doctrines laid down by that gentleman are 
the. most extraordinary that I have ever heard 
broached. The gentleman says it is enough, for 
him to know that a Secretary recommends an ap- 
propriation to authorize him to vote for it. Where, 
then, is the necessity for this House, or any other 
legislative body, if everything that the Secretary 
of the Interior or Secretary of the Treasury or 
any other Government official proposes, is to be 
received as entirely right and proper? If the 
House and the Senate are to indorse all proposi- 
tions because they come from Government offi- 
cials, then, sir, they ave certainly very useless 
bodies. I hold that when the Secretary of the 
Interior makes a recommendation, that he stands 
before this House exactly as any individual 


I have offered the amendments as | | 


I am sure that I would | 


offer these | 





| 


|| the Committee of Claims, the Committee on the 


Judiciary, and, indeed, all other commitiees, are 
organized with a view to protect this House, by 
a careful examination of the matters that may 
be submitted to them, so that they may be enabled 


| to state, when these questions come up fer cen- 


sideration, whether they are right or wrong. [,as a 
Representative of the people, do not acknowledge 
the right of any Secretary under this Administra- 
tion, as [ did not admit the right of any Secre- 
tary under the last Administration, to tell me that 
here is a recommendation, and because | have 
made it, you have no right to cavil aboutit. If 
this doctrine is to be carried out, representative 
responsibility and representative independence, 
will be soon destroyed. ‘The recommendations of 
Government officers should be subjected to the 
same examination to which propositions of other 
individuals are subjected that come before this 
House for appropriations, Do they occupy a 
higher ground than individual claimants who come 
here? They occupy a higher official station, to 
be sure, but they are entitled to no greater consid- 
eration than individual claimants who come here 
with claims that they believe to be just. Com- 
mittees are organized to. investigate these cases; 
and, by investigation, to satisfy the House that 
they are right. | take it, if shone propositions 
were all important, and it was necessary that an 
appropriation should be made to carry them out, 
that the Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds would be enabled to furnish the House 
with satisfactory reasons in favor of each and 
every item. I[n addition to that, if they were rea- 
sonable and necessary, I take it that the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means, the official organ of this 
House, &o far, at least, as its expenditures are con- 
cerned, would have been furnished such light upon 
this subject as would show that these appropria- 
tions were required by the public interests to be 
made. Instead of that, the Committee of Ways 


|| and Means have not been furnished with informa- 


tion which would authorize them to say that the 


| appropriation.is necessary. All we have to justify 
| our action is what the Commissioner of Public 
| Buildings has said to the Secretary of the laterior, 


and what the Secretary, relying upon the Com- 
missioner’s recommendation, has proposed for 


adoption by this House. 


Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. When the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means offer a proposition to 
purchase trees, and plants and to make hot-beds, the 
gentleraan from Virginia [Mr, Letcuer) makes 
no objection. He makes no inguiry as to the 
propriety of granting the appropriation, but takes 
it for granted that that committee has done ita 
duty, as I have no doubt it has. They then go 
on and make appropriations of $22,000 for light- 
ing the President’s House, and keeping the public 
| grounds in repair, &c, To this the gentleman 

from Virginia [Mr. Letcuer) takes no excep- 
| tion. But the very moment that the Committee 
| on Public Buildings and Grounds thinks proper 
to offer, through me—in the absence of the chair- 
man, the gentleman from North Carolina, (Mr. 
Craice,] detained from his seat by sickness—an 
amendment, he comes in and takes, exception. 
Now, it is not an amendment which we have not 
examined, as the geitleman supposes; for we have 


| got the best information in our power in relation 


j 


to it. And what is that information? Why, we 
requested a gentleman connected with the public 
service, whom we supposed to be the best ac- 
| quainted with the matter, to give us all the inform- 
ation he possessed in regard to it. This we got; 
and [ venture to say there is nota committee in 
this House better informed on any subject re- 
ported by it. 

The gentleman does not surely pretend to say 
that the Committee of Ways sad Means have 
| gone and inquired the price of painting the Cap- 

itol, or of lighting it. They have not gone into 
the market themselves to prosecute such inquiries. 
| But they merely get the estimates from the proper 
| sources, and act on them. I take it for granted, 
| therefore, that the gentlemnn does not require the 
Committee on Public. Buildings and Grounds to 
ask what is to be paid for buying paint for the 
President’s House, or for what amount it can be 
lighted; but simply to act on the estimates. 

Mr. LETCHER. Will the gentleman from 
Ohio permit me to interrupt him for a moment? 
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Mr. TAYLOR. Yes, for a moment only. 

Mr. LETCHER. WhatI wish to say to tlie | 
gentleman from Ohio is simply this: that I take it, | 
when a committee comes here and indorses de- | 
mands on the public Treasury, such committee has 
means of knowing whether the demand ought to | 
be complied with. 

Mr. CHASTAIN. I rise to a point of order. I | 
do wot think that the gentleman from Ohio, (Mr. 
Taycor,] or the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. 
Lercner,}] have any right to cavil over this | 
amendment, and speak both of them two or three | 
times on it, as they have done. 1 do not think | 
that they have a right to do so. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is constrained 
to overrule the point of order raised by the gentle- | 
man from Georgia. 

Mr. CHASTAIN. Very well, [have to yield. 

Mr. TAYLOR. As I said, Mr. Chairman, in 
the beginning of my remarks, I regret that this 
amendment was not offered by the gentleman from 
North Carolina, (Mr. Cratce,) who happened to 
be sick at the time that I was instructed to offer 
it. 1 have done my duty in respect to these mat- 
ters. I have got all the information about them 
that I could; and I believe that it would promote | 
the public servicetoadupttheamendment. Having 


said thus much, I leave it entirely to the commit- || 


tee. 

Mr. MACE: I movethat the committee do now 
rise. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. LETCHER. To save the trouble of 
taking two votes, | withdraw my amendment to 
the amendment, and will let the vote be taken on 
the proposition of the gentleman from Ohio. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. [| move to strike | 


out the first three items in the amendment, merely || 


for the purpose of asking the gentleman from Ohio, | 
if | understood him to say that there is nothing | 
unusual in that amendment? Now, Mr. Chair- 
man, itis the first time, I believe, that there has | 
been an appropriation made to furnish fuel for the | 
President’s House; and this isa commencementof | 
that expense. 
furnish a furnace keeper forthe President’s House. | 
These are new items. 
Mr. TAYLOR. [ amnotaware of any reason | 
why we should not furnish fuel for the President’s 
House as well as for the Capitol. In my opinion | 
the President’s House ought to be kept comforta- 
ble for the reception of the people whenever they 
go to see the Executive there. We ought there- 
fore to make appropriations for fuel there as well 
as here. Indeed, | would go for making the House | 
more comfortable and more extensive than it is. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 


an outrage committed upon the people through | 
the Legislature, but it has been committed in the 
name of the people. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Yes, sir, and this is recom- 
mended by your own Secretary of the Interior. 

Mr. JONES. I acknowledge no recommenda- 
tion of a Secretary, except such as | think ad 
vances the good of the country. I disown all 
Secretaries, except so far as their recommenda- 
tions-tend to that object. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. [ desire to say 
that the necessityfor these two appropriations grows 
out of the fact that, at the last session of Congress, 
we made an appropriation of $25,000 for the pur- | 

ose of remodeling the interior of the President’s 

louse. 


propriation was made there was no necessity for a | 
furnace keeper, and no necessity for the fuel now 
asked for. We have built the furnaces and put 
them there, but we have no power to compel the 
President to use them, and if the people who go 
there want the House warm, we ought to supply 
the fuel. The furnaces never existed before, and 
consequently no wo of this kind has 
before been asked for. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, by unanimous con- 
sent, then withdrew his amendment. 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Tay- 
L.on’s amendment, and it was not agreed to. 

Mr, TAYLOR, of Ohio. I offer anotheramend- 
ment, as I am instructed to do by the Committee 
on Public Buildings and Grounds. The appro- 
oriations are recommended by the Commissioner of 

ublic Buildings and Grounds, in the letter which 
has already been read. 





It is the first time, too, for us to || 


My experience in || 
legislation is, that there has never been a wrong or || 


The furnaces, which did not exist before, || 
were then put into the House, and until that ap- | 
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The amendment was reported, as follows: 


For a watchman and messenger inside of the President’s | 


House, at $500 per annuin each, $1,000. 

For removing fences, &c., preparatory to the extension 
of the Capitol Square, incident to ereetion of the new 
wings, $15,000. 

For additional lighting consequent on the increase of 
lighton Pennsylvania avenue, and where the streets in the 
vicinity of the Capitel are blocked up with building mate 
rial, and to keep the lamps lizhted through the night, (in 
addition to the regular appropriation,) $13,000. 

For grading and graveling Delaware avenue, &c., $4,080, 

For inclosing Franklin Square with an iron fence, and 
improvi:.g said square, $16,559. 

For inclosing and improving two triangular spaces on 
Pennsylvania avenue, $9,000. 

For extending the culvert across Tiber creek from Penn- 
sylvania avenue to the north side of B street north, £28,608. 

To pay two men in charge of the green house at the 
President’s, one to be foreman, $1 ,080. 

Provided, That when said Delaware avenue is opened 
and graded as far as M street north, the direction thereof 
shall be so changed, that said avenue may run parallel 
with Second street east, to Boundary street, so that said 
Second street and said avenue may form one street of the 
width of one hundred and sixty feet, between squares 
seven hundred and forty-seven, and seven hundred and ten, 
and seven hundred and eleven, as laid down on the plan 
of the city of Washington. This being upon condition, 
that the owner or owners of any private property through 
which said streets are hereby changed, may pass, shall re- 
lease the United States from all damage that may be sus- 
tained by them in consequence of the contemplated change. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I raise a question 
of order upon thatamendment. There is, at least, 
one item in it, of $28,000 for extending the cul- 
vert across Tiber Creek, from Pennsylvania 
avenue to the north sideof Bstreet north, which 
takes it across private property, | think. 

‘There is another item for removing fences, pre- 
paratory to extending the Capitol grounds, inci- 
dent to the erection of the new wings. 

There is no law authorizing either of these 
works, and therefore these items of the amend- 
| ment are not in order. 
| Mr. TAYLOR. I will not detain the commit- 
| tee by any remarks, but will ask to have the latter 
part of the letter of the Commissioner of Public 
Buildings read, which I sent to the Clerk’s desk 
half an hour ago. 

The letter was read as inserted above. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks the 
item alluded to by the gentleman from Tennessee, 


| for extending the culvert across Tiber creek, if || 


it be true that it be private property, would not 
be in order. The Chair desires to know whether 
it be true that it is private property ? 

Mr. TAYLOR. 


tleman would modify it by striking out that item. 
Mr. TAYLOR. I will so modify it. 
Mr. CLINGMAN. [hope thegentieman from 


| Tennessee will withdraw his question of order, | 
| and that the committee will vote the whole amend- 

|| ment down. It involves too much, it seemsto me, | 

| to allow it to pass. 

I will withdraw my question of || 


Mr. JONES. 
order. 


The question was then taken; and the amend- || 
ment was not agreed to. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 


ing amendment: 


For payment of the Annals of Congress for the House || 
library of the House of Representatives, under resolution || 


of said House, of September 28, 1850, one hundred sets of 
each volume, from the twenty third to the fortieth, both 


included, in all one thousand seven hundred volumes, at 


| $5 per volume, $8,500. 
For payment of the Annals of Congress for one hundred 


entitled to them under the resolution of the House of Rep- 


| resentatives of July 26, 1852, one hundred and forty-three || 
sets, of twenty-four volumes each, from the sixteenth to | 
the fortieth, inclusive, in all three thousand four hundred | 


and thirty two volumes, at $5 per voluine, $17,160. 
For reporting and publishing in the Daily Globe two 
thousand eight hundred and sixty-five columns of the pro- 
| ceedings o 


| $21,487 50. 
| For twenty-four coffies of the Congressional Globe and 
| Appendix for the fir-t session of the Thirty-Third Con 


gress, for each member and Delegate of the House of Rep. | 


| resentatives, making an aggregate of five thousand seven 
| hundred and twelve, at $6 a copy, $34,416. 
For binding the Congressional Globe and Appendix for 
the first session of the Thirty-Third Congress, $13,766 40. 
For reporting and publishing in the Daily Globe one 
| hundred and fifty-one columns of the proceedings uf the 
| House of Representatives for the second session of the 
| Thirty-Second Congress, at $7 50 a column, $1,132 50. 
To pay a deficiency in the appropriation for eight hun- 
| dred copies of the Documentary History, purchased for the 
new members of the House of Representatives, from the 


| other than that giving 


I do not know if the Commis- 
| sioner states in his letter whether it is or not. | 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would suggest || 
that the amendment might be in order if the gen- | 


and forty three members of the Thirty-Second Congress, | 


the House of Representatives, for the first || 
| session of the Thirty-Third Congress, at $7 50 per column, | 


__duly 5, 


{| . 
| Twenty-Sixth to the Thirty-S 
| being at $17 27 and two mills comaion aes Bo. Bclusive, 
| For payment of a balance due for the isecond 
|| volumes of the fifth series of the Documentary 
der contract with the Secretary of State, $473. 
| For one hundred copies of the Congressional Gio 
| Appendix for the first session of the Thirty-Third Congresg 
| for House library, 9600, and for binding the same, $249 
or one hundred copies of the Congressional Globe ay) 

Appendix for the second session of the Thirty-Third ny 
ergo” tur House library, $300, and for binding the same, 
_, The amendment is offered in pursuance of the 

instruction of the Committee of Ways and Means 
It is authorized by resolutions heretofore adopted 
| by this House. 

Mr. HAVEN. I offer the following ameng. 
ment to the gentleman’s amendment. Though 

| an unusual thing for me, | move an amendment 
_ authorizing the appropriation of $3,000 to enable 
Mr. Rives to pay the reporters of this House for 
the Globe the same additional compensation that 

_ they received at the last session. They are here 
| all the time that we are, and, besides, work at night 

With the addition proposed, their salaries wii 
| average $1,500 per annum. 
| Mr. JONES. I would prefer if the gentleman 
| would withhold his amendment, and introduce ji 

as an independent proposition, 
Mr. HAVEN. Wouid it be in order asa sepa- 
| rate amendment? 
Mr. JONES. 
| then as now. 
[Cries of ‘* Let the amendment be read !’”} 
Mr. HAVEN. I offer the amendment, and it 
is for an increase which ought to be paid to these 
| gentlemen. 
The Clerk read the amendment, as follows: 
To enable John C. Rives to pay to the reporters of the 
| House, forthe Congressional Globe, the samme amount of 
additional compensation for reporting this session as was 
| paid them at the last, the sum of $3,000 is hereby appropri. 
ated; and the Clerk Of this House is hereby authorized to 
| pay the same to said Rives, to be applied by him for that 
purpose.”? z 
Mr. JONES. Is the amendment in order? |s 
| there any law ae ae for this body, 
r. Rives $7 50 per col- 
| umn for reporting the proceedings of the House? 
| These gentlemen are not salaried officers. 
| The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has some doubt 
_about the amendment. The action of the House, 
| at the Jast session, is favorable to the amendment. 
| Mr. JONES. The increase of the last session 
was by separate resolution. 

The CHAIRMAN. The recollection of the 
Chair is that it was provided“for by an amend- 
| ment to the civil and diplomatic appropriation 
| bill. The Chair thinks theamendment is in order 
| under the precedent, and under the precedent 


8nd third 
History yp. 


be and 


It would be as much in order 


|| alone. 


The amendment to the amendment was adopted. 
| Mr. Jones’s amendment, as amended, was 
| agreed to. 

Mr. FULLER. 
ment: 

For the erection of a suitable building for custom-house, 


court-room, and post office at Portland, Maine,in conformity 
with the plan and estimates of the Secretary ofthe Treas 


I offer the following amend- 


'| ury, upon the site where the old one wasburned, $200,000. 
I offer the follow- oe, iv 


Mr. HOUSTON. Is that amendment in order? 


| The part of the bill relating to custom-houses, 


and which is distinct of itself, has been passed 
_long since. Can the committee go back now? 
The CLIAIRMAN. The Chair is of the opin- 
ion that to entertain the amendment would be sub- 
tantially to recur to a practice never allowed by the 
committee. \ 

Mr. FULLER. This amendment does not re- 
late to anything that we have passed. It is apro- 
peramend ment, because it does not originate anew 
work; but it relates to a work for which appropria- 
tions have been made heretofore. Iam not aware 
of any rule by which the committee are precluded 
| from considering this amendment, or that they are 
bound to consider subjects of a kindred character 
|| precisely in the same connection. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks that 
the amendmentis not in order, because, in the first 
place, the committee have passed over that part of 
the bill making appropriations for custom-houses. 
The practice has been uniform here not to allow & 
recurrenceto what has already been passed, except 
by the unanimous consent of the committee. As 
to the point suggested by the gentleman from 
Maine, that itis an amendment relating to an old 
work for which an appropriation is now proposed 
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to be made, it might have been in order under | another amendment to propose from the Commit- 


the head of ** Miscellaneous.”’ — : 

Mr. FULLER. Can] offer it as an additional 
ction ? 

"The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks that it 

would not be in order. 

Vr. FULLER. Taking a different view of 
this question, I shall be compelled to appeal from 
the decision of the Chair. 

Mr. PERKINS, of Louisiana. I move that 
the committee rise and report the bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. That motion is not in or- 
der while an amendment is pending. The gen- 
tleman from Maine proposes an amendment, 
which was read in the hearing of the committee. 
The Chair rules that the amendment is not in 
order, upon the ground that it relates to a portion 
of the bill that has already been passed. The 
question now is, ‘* Shall the decision of the Chair 
stand as the jadgment of the committee ?’’ 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I would in- 
quire whether there has been any appropriation 
made for the building of this custom-house since 
it was burned? If ghere has been none, it is cer- 
tainly an amendment which cannot be authorized 
by law. 

“The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is obliged to 
the gentleman from Tennessee for the suggestion 
he has made, and considers that another reason 
why the amendment is not in order. 

The question was taken upon the appeal; and 
the decision of the Chair was sustained. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I offer the following 


amendment, to come in at the end of the bill: 


Provided, That, on the fourth day of March next, the 
clerks in the several Departments of the Government shall 
be, as nearly as practicable, equally apportioned atnong the 
several congressional districts; and that thereafter all ap 
pointments of clerks in the said Departments shall be made 
as nearly equally as practicable from the said eongressional 
districts: nd provided further, That each of the heads 
of the Departments aforesaid shall keep a register, in which 
shall be entered the names of all the clerks in their re- 
spective Departments, with the name of the State and the 
number of the congressional district from which each 
clerk has been appointed ; and which register shall be 
deemed a public record, and open to the inspection of all 
persons interested. 


Mr. GREENWOOD. I rise to a point of 
order. I submit that the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from Indiana is not in order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of opinion 
that the amendment is not in order. 

Mr. DAVIS. 
Chair. 


Mr. HAVEN. I now offer the following asan 
additional section of the bill from the Committee 
of Ways and Means: 


Sec. 2. Be it further enaeted, That the provisions of an 
act approved March 2, 1853, entitled ** An act to provide 
compensation to such persons as inay be designated by the 
Seeretary of the Treasury to receive and keep the public 
money, under the fifteenth section of the act of 6th August, 
1846, ‘ for the additional services required under that act,’ 


be extended to the collectors on the northern, northwestern | 


and northeastern lakes and rivers; which compensation 
will remain as fixed by the fourth section of the act ap- 
proved March 2, 1851, chapter 9, if the said colleetors have 
been, or shall be, designated depositaries ; it having been 
decided by the accounting officers of the Treasury, that said 
collectors, having fixed salaries, not changed by emolu 
ments, were paid their maximum allowed by law, although 
much less than the maximum allowed to other collectors, 
and that, therefore, this could not be allowed them legally.”’ 


Mr. SEWARD. I rise to a question of order. 
I submit that that amendment is not in order, for 
two reasons: First, that it is not germane to the 
— question, and, secondly, that it is not intel- 
gible. 

Mr. HAVEN. I notice that there were certain 
moneys ($14,000) appropriated for the purpose 
two years ago, and I thus propose to make distri- 
bution of these moneys so appropriated by law. 
ae SEWARD. It has no connection with 
the bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
pendent section. 
_Mr.SEWARD. But upon the very same prin- 
ciple the Chair ruled out an amendment regulating 
the pay of clerks. This is a provision about the 
pay of collectors. It is virtually a provision to in- 
crease their ealaries. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of opinion 
that the proposition of the gentleman from New 
York is not in order. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I move thatthe committee 
do now rise and report the bill to the House. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Not yet. 1 have 


It is offered as an inde- 
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tee of Ways and Means. It is as follows: 


Sec. 2. and he it further enacted, That hereafter the 
Warden of the penitentiary of the United States for the 
District of Columbia, and the Commissioner of Public 
Buildings and Grounds shall make to the Secretary of the 


qnterior annually, in time to accompany the annual mes- 


sage of the President to Congress, report of their opera- 
tions for the preceding year, and of the manner in which 
all appropriations have been applied respectively. And 
that all estimates of the Commissioner of Public Buildings 
and Grounds shall hereafter be approved and submitted by 
the Secretary of the Interior annually, through the Treas 
ury Department, as other estimages, 19 the two Houses of 
Congress. And further, that all appropriations which are 
herein made, or may be hereafter made, for repaira or im 
provement of the public buildings, grounds, and streets, 
within the District of Columbia, and now under the charge 
of the Commissioner of Public Buildings and Grounds, shall 
be expended under the direction of the Secretary of the 
Interior, and that all laws or parts of laws inconsistent with 
this section, shall be, and the same are hereby, repealed. 

The office of the Commissioner of Public Build- 
ings is now a bureau of the Interior Department. 
This section is to require that officer to submit his 
estimates through the Department of the Interior, 
and also to be subject to the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior in his disbursements inthis city. The section 
is recommended by the Committee of Ways and 
Means, and by the Secretary of the Interior. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. ROBBINS. I move that the committee do 
now rise, and report the bl to the House. 
The motion was agreed to. 


So the committee rose, and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, the chairman reported that the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, had had under consideration the Union 
gefferally, and particularly the bill making appro- 
priations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of 
the Government, for the year ending June 30, 
1855, and had instructed him to report the same 
back, with sundry amendments. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I call for the 


| previous question on the bill. 


The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 
Here a message was received from the Senate, 


| by Assury Dicxins, Esq@, its Secretary, notify- 


I submit to the ruling of the | 


ing the House that that body had passed a bill of 
the following title, in which it asked the concur- 
rence of the House: 

S. No. 432. An act to vest in the several States 
and Territories, the title in fee of the lands which 
have been or may be certified te them. 

And also, that it had passed a bill of the House 
of the following title, without amendment: ; 

H. R. No. 315. An act to establish the offices 
of surveyor general of New Mexico, Kansas, and 


| Nebraska, to grant donations to actual settlers 


therein; and for other purposes. 


FREE NAVIGATION OF THE AMAZON. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. 
offer, asking for information. 

The resolution was read for information, as fol- 


lows: 


Resolved, That the President be requested to commu- 


| nieate tothis House, if notincompatible with the public in- 


terests. copies of all correspondence between either of the 
State Department or our Minister and the South American 
Governments with reference to the free navigation of the 
Amazon.” 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I object to 
the introduction of that resolution, andl move 


| that the House do now adjourn. 





The motion was agreed to. 
The House thereupon (at four o’clock, p. m.) 
adjourned till to-morrow at twelve o’clock, m. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, July 6, 1854. 
Prayer by Rev. Henry Sticer. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. | 


CONNECTICUT ON THE NEBRASKA BILL. 
Mr. GILLETTE. Mr. President, I present 


to the Senate a series of resolutions which have 
been passed by the Legislature of Connecticut. 
l ask that they may be read, laid upon the table, 
and printed. 

The Secretary read the resolations, as follows: 


Whereas, in obedience to the spirit of the Constitution 
of the United States, the early policy of the Government 
was to diseoulage, restrict, and repress slavery, and where- 
as the National Government has been swerved from its 
nal course on this subject, and whereas, the compro- 


E. 


I have a resolution to 


'| States. 
| people to whom 1 am responsible for the faithful 
| discharge of a public duty, often arduous and dif- 

|| ficult, and to whom they are responsible for an 
| unauthorized assumption and abuse of power, and 

|| Lam not troubled in this matter. 


1615 


mise of 1820, by which slavery was prohibited in all the 
territory theu held by the United States, north of 36° 30, 
has been repealed by act of Congress, and whereas, it is 





proper, in view of this calamitous and unexpected event, 


that the State of Connecticut should proclaim her princi- 
ples, and the line of policy she proposes W pursue, in rela- 
on to the subject ofslavery, now therefore, 

Resolved by this Assemdiy, in the name and in behalf 
of the people of this State, that we still cherish the great 
principles of the Constitution, and based upon these prin- 
ciples, the Union of these United States. 

Resolved, That the Federal Constitution, ordained to 
form a more perfect union, to establish justice, and to 
secure the blessings of liberty, expressly denies to the Gen- 
eral Government the power to deprive any person of life, 
liberty, or property, wuhout due process of law, and that 
the Government, having no more power to establish slavery 
than to establish a monarchy, should at once proceed to 
relieve itself from all responsibility for the existence of 
slavery, wherever it possesses constitutional power to legis- 
late for its extinetion. 

Resolved, That this General Assembly, in view of the 
fact that the compromises heretofore made on the subject 
of slavery, by act of Congress, have virtually been repu- 
diated and deprived of their moral foree and authority, by 
the repeal of the act preparatory to the admission of Mis- 
souri, approved March 6, 1820, do declare their determina- 
tion to return to the original policy of the Government, 
founded upon the Constitution of the United States, 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this General Assem- 
bly, the people of Connecticut demand the repeai of that 
part of the bill for the organization of the government of 
Kansas and Nebraska, which declares the Missouri com- 
promise inoperative and void, and will persevere in this 
demand until the restriction of slavery contained in the 
act of 1620, shall be restored to full force and effect. 

Resolved, That the Hon. Isaac Toucey, a Senator of 
the State of Connecticut, in the Congress of the United 
States, having, by his vote on the final passage of the bill 
tor the organization of the Territories of Kansas and Ne- 


| braska, disobeyed the solemn and deliberate instructions 


of the Legislature, and disregarded the wishes, the inter- 
ests, and the principles of the people of this State, deserves 
to be, and hereby is, censured by this General Assembly. 
Resolved, That the thanks of the General Assembly 
are hereby tendered to such of our Senators and Represent- 
atives in the Congress of the United States, as have op- 


| posed, by all legal and constitutional means, and to the last 


extremity, the passage of the act by which the Missouri 
compromise haa been repealed. 

Resolved, That our Senators in Congresa be instructed, 
and our Representatives be requested, to introduce into the 
Congress of the United States, and vote in favor of, such 
an amendment of the law commonly known as the fugi- 
tive slave law, as shall secure to every person claimed 
under said law, the right of trial by jury in the State where 
such person may be arrested and held to bail. 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be trane- 
mitted to our Senators and Representatives in the Congress 
of the United States, to be by them laid before that body. 


Mr. TOUCEY. A majority of the members 
of the present General Assembly of Connecticut 
have united in a resolution, profeesing to censure 


| me for the vote I gave upon the final passage of 


the bill organizing the Territories of Kansas and 
Nebraska. They had previously assumed the 
right of directing my vote on that measure, in 
opposition to my constitutional opinions—of 
making me a mere passive instrument in their 
hands, without the right to think or to act upon 
that subject—and of kindly relieving me from the 
performance of this part of the duty which the 
sovereign people of the State, through a former 
Legislature, had imposed upon me as one of their 
representatives in the Senate of the United States. 
Knowing that I had formed a deliberate opinion 
that the Missouri restriction line was unauthorized 
by the Constitution, was in direct conflict with its 
provisions, with the equality of the States and with 
the right of self-government—that I had already, 
in conformity with this opinion, upon the first 
passage of the bill in the Senate, voted to obliter- 
ate that unconstitutional line, and to leave it to the 
people to govern themselves, to pass their own 
laws, and to regulate their own domestic affairs, 
and that so large and decisive was the majority 
in the Senate in favor of the measure, that my 


| single vote could not, by any possibility, change 


the result; yet the ae in the Legislature had 
undertaken, notwithstanding these facts, to in- 
struct me to reverse my action, and to obey them 
rather than my own convictions of duty, under the 


| Constitution, which I had sworn to support. And 


now the members of the General Asaembly com- 
posing this majority have stepped aside from their 
appropriate duties, have overleaped the bonnds 


| assigned them by the constitution of the State, and 


in my absence, have passed upon me what they in- 
tend to be a vote of censure for disobeying them in- 
stead of disobeying the Constitution of the United 
I know the patriotism and justice of the 
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Entertaining still the opinion that the Missouri 
restricjion line was without any foundation in the 
Constitution; that there is no authority to be 
found in thatinstrument for drawing a line across 
the common territory of the United States, and 
vermilting the citizens of the fifteen slaveholding 
Staten to have access to it with their slave prop- 
erty, on one side of the line, and prohibiting their 
access to it on the other; that the only power 
conferred upon Congress over the subject of sla- 
ery within the limits of the United States is the 
express power of prohibiting the foreign slave 
trade, and the express provision for delivering 
up fugitives from labor or service; that under 
the grunts of power to make all laws necessary 


and proper to carry into execution the granted | 
posers and to make needful rules and regu- | 


ations respecting the territory or other property 
of the United States, Congress has no pretense 
for setting up a claim that any law of Congress is 
necessary, prohibiting the removal of slaves into 
a Territory where the people have a Legislature 
of their own, with power to legislate, subject to 
the Constitution, and have, moreover, the ultimate 
power of finally disposing of the whole subject; 
that Congress has no power to add to the number 
of slaves in the country, unless by opening the 
foreign slave trade, which, by universal consent, 


is interdicted, and will never again be opened, and | 
no power to diminish their numbers, unless by | 
inflicting distress and disaster upon them, which 


could never be vindicated; that while Congress 
has no power to enslave, and no power to liberate, 
the entire power of liberation is left exclusively 
with the people of the separate communities, where 
it originally belonged, where it is wisely left, and 
where it will be most safely and beneficially 
exercised; that all political agitation on this sub- 
ject, outside of those communities where slavery 
exists, with a view to act upon them, to coerce 


them, to control them, or to accelerate their move- | 
ments, is only evil to the African population, and | 


tendg only to remove toan immeasurable distance 
all hopes of the amelioration of their condition and 


their final emancipation; and that this subject is | 


the only one which threatens the separation of 
these States and the overthrow of the Govern- 
ment—it was impossible for me, entertaining 
these opinions, to vote against the Kansas and 
Nebraska bill, or to concur in the views of the 
majority of the General Assembly, or to codperate 
with them in legislative warfare against the Con- 
stitution and government of the country. 

i differ in toto from the united political parties 
which compose the present ruling majority in the 
General Assembly of Connecticut. | have never 


had any political association with either of them, | 


but have been always opposed to both, 1 belong 
to the school of strict-construction of the powers 
of the Federal Government, in favor of the rights 
of the States. I am a strenuous advocate of the 
right, the capacity, and the power of the people 
to manage their own affairs, when organized with 
a Legisinwure of their own, and as strenuously 
opposed to any external interference, from what- 
ever quarter it may come. I have the most en- 
tire confidence in the people of every community 
within the limits of the United States, as the best 
and safeet judges of every social evil that may 
eXist among them, and of the time, manner, 
and measure of redress, and the most entire con- 
viction of the policy and w sdom of leaving the 
subject exclusively with them. I am hostile to 
the power of any one community to domineer 
over another community, 1 should be opposed 
to a community composed of the best men on 
earth, if it were possible to ascertain such in- 
dividuals, exercising irresponsible power over 
another community, unless by becoming part and 
parcel of it. [ am entirely opposed to the agita- 
tion of the slavery question at the North, where 
it has no subject to operate upon, as fraught with 
eviis of the greatest magnitude, not only to the class 
proposed to be benefited, and to the people among 
whom they dwell, but as leading inevitably, unless 
arrested, to the subversion of the Government of 
the country. These have long been my cherished 
opinions, openly avowed, wai benves to the people 
whom I represent; and for entertaining them, and 
for the purpose of carrying them into execution, 
more than for any other cause, | am now entitled 
to a seat in this*body. 
Thia_coaleacing eeaboty have 


already 
and decisively manifested 


clear] 
principles by which 


H 


_ = 








They have appointed in the place of my 


I would speak only in terms of the highest respect 


and consideration, yet belonging to two political 


organizations heretofore adverse and hostile, but, 
now acting in friendly concert, the one, strictly 
local and sectional, the other formerly embracing 


| a patriotic portion of the South, from which, 1 


think, it is now severed. They have proposed, 
by the concurrent action of both Houses, an 
amendment of the State constitution, by which 
the word * white’? would be stricken out from the 
qualification of electors, as they had an undoubted 
right to do, although not long before it had been 
voted down by an overwhelming majority of the 
people. They have declared by a joint resolution 


of both Houses, in opposition to the constitutional 


action of Congress, their *‘ fixed purpose never to 
consent”’ ** to the admission of slaveholding States 


| from any portion” of the territory to which the 


Missouri restriction originally applied; thus assail- 
ing the Constitution of the United States ona vital 
point—the equality of the States. They have, by 
the concurrent action of both branches, passed an 
act in the form of a law— 


‘“*That every person who shall falsely and maliciously 
claim, declare, represent, or pretend, in presence of any 
judge, commissioner, marshal, or other officer of the United 
States, that any person is a slave, or Owes service or labor 
lo any person Or persons, With intent to procure, or to aid 
or assist in procuring, the forcible removal ef such other 
person, shall pay a fine of $5,000, and be imprisoned five 
years inthe Connecticut State prison,” and * that every 
claim, declaration, pretense, or representation, that any 


| person being or having been in the State, is or wasa slave, 
| or owes or did owe service to any other person or persons, 
| shall be deemed, im all cases arising under this act, to be 


prima facie false and malicious; and the truth of any such 
claim, declaration, pretense, or representation shall not be 
deemed proved except by the testimony of at least two 


| credible witnesses, testifying to facts directly tending to 


establish the truth of such claim, declaration, pretense, or || nity of the Senate, we may always be on terms 


representation, or by testimony equivalent thereto.”’ 


To say nothing of the bill which passed the Senate 


| of the State, prohibiting the use of court-houses 
| and jails for the purposes of the fugitive law, or 


of the bill which also passed the Senate incapaci- 


or deputy marshal, to hold any office of trust or 


| emolument under the State, both of which fell in 
the House under the assaults of the Democratic | 


members, they have, by the act which I have re- 
cited, if it be of any validity, nullified the act of 


| Congress commonly called the fugitive slave law. 
| They have made it prim facie a penitentiary of- 
| fense, punishable by a fine of $5,000, and by five 


years imprisonment at hard labor in a State prison, 


| to assert a claim under this law of Congress. 


They have intruded into the very presence of the 


| judge of the United States, their commissioners, 


marshals, and other officers, while in the perform- 
ance of their imperative duties, and attempted to 


| arrest their official action by denouncing fine and 
| imprisonment upon the citizen who shall dare to 
| invoke their aid in the mode pointed out by this 
| act of Congress. 
| the Executive, legislative, and judicial departments 
| of the Federal Government, and trampled under 


They have thus set at defiance 


foot the Constitution of the country. And this 
is the combined political majority, who have un- 


dertaken, without the least shadow of authority, | 


to set in judgment upon me, and to censure me 
for upholding that Constitution, and concurring in 
an admitted constitutional enactment, which is 


| based upon the equality of the States and the 
| principle of popular sovereignty, has received the 
| sanction of both Houses of Congress and of the || 
President, and is now the supreme law of the | 


land. If I may be allowed to say it without too 


great disrespect to those who have participated in 

| sending me these resolutions, | accept the vote of 
| censure as the highesteulogy which that majority 
| could pass upon me, and for the truth of wd 
e 


assertion, I appeal to the judgment of the peop 


whom I represent, and to the unerring judgment | 


of the country. 


The time has come, I think, when the issue must 


be met on this great principle of the EquaLiITY OF 
THE STATES UNDER THE ConSsTITUTION, which lies 


at the very foundation of the Federal Government. | 


Without such perfect equality of political rizht 
among the members of tkis political copartner- 
ship of States, it were vain to suppose that this 
Union can long continue to exist. With it, the 
Union may be ay: Now is the time to 
meet this issue, ter the recent outpouring of 
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they are governed, and the policy they intend to 
| pursue, 


| late calleague two honorable gentlemen, of whom 


| of an 


| course. 
| word or deed of mine, the embarrassments of his 
| position; and had he conducted his defense with- 
| out assailing the honor of our common Siate, 
| which, it seems to me, we are alike interested to 


__,  Saipe 


the popular heart in the recent general election 
no more favorable junctare could arise for the 
solution of this momentous question. It is forced 
upon us, and it must be met. The untiring of, 


| forts, long persevered in, to direct northern senti. 


ment against the existing arrangements of the 
Constitution, have at last, | fear, been crowned 
with a degree of success which may welll excite 
alarm, unless the people will rescue the country, 
from the danger which threatens it. The greg: 
Whig party of the North seems to have become 
thoroughly abolitionized, and to have given the sic. 
nal which willexpel thousands of patriotic union. 
loving citizens from its ranks. Separating from the 
Whigs of the South, uniting with the A bolitionistg 
of the North, they have begun in earnest a war. 
fare upon the equal rights of the States, which 
unless arrested, will sever this country in twain, 
and sacrifice it to the lust of political power. Byt 
the people will again rally. The Democracy of 
the North, as often heretofofe, will again rally with 
whatsoever there is of patriotism in the country 
and will again unfurl the Fae or tHe Union 
it is, and as it was intended tobe by the men of the 
Revolution, bearing upon it in letters of living light, 
‘THe EQUALITY OF THE StaTEs,” “* THe govay 
RIGHTS OF EVERY PORTION OF THE CONFEDERAcrY,” 


| and will perish before it shall be humbled. 


Mr.GILLETTE. Mr, President: I feel deeply 
embarrassed in appearing before the Senate ing 
position of unavoidable antagonism to my honor. 


' able colleague; but under a sense of duty to the 
| State, which [ have the honor in part to represent, 
_I must ask the indulgence of the Senate, a few 
| moments, while I notice some of the remarks 


which have fallen from his lips on this occasion, 


| As antipodal as are our respective positions on the 


Great Question of the age and country, I trust that, 


| for the honor of our common State and the dig- 


of kindly intercourse. I do not intend, on account 
contrariety of opinions, to become un- 
mindful of the ceurtesies and proprieties which 
appropriately belong to senatorial no less than to 


| civilized life. 
| tating any United States commissioner, marshal, 


_ 1 do not rise, sir, with any wish or intention of 
invalidating anything that my honorable colleague 


| has offered, any further than he has implicated 
| others in his defense. So far from it, | am willing, 
| nay, desirous, that he should have the full benefit 


of all hecan say, legitimately, in extenuation of his 
I have no heart to aggravate, by any 


preserve and defend, | should have been silent. 
But, sir, | feel that the character of the State of 


| Connecticut is deeply involved, and I should be 
| false to m i 
| good old 


convictions of duty and derelict to that 
ommonwealth, if | should sit mute and 
passive when her honor is assailed—that State 


_ which stood second only to Massachusetts in the 
| revolutionary struggle—that State whose historyis 
_ radiant with so many'illustrious names, and which 
| has been a human hive, sendin 


forth swarms of 
her adventurous and cultivated children, to lay the 
social foundations of new regions, and mold theit 
institutions by education, virtue, and freedom— 


| that State, of which the great historian, Bancroft, 
_acitizen of Massachusetts, has said: 


‘« There is no State in the Union, and T know not any in 
the world, in whose early history, if I were a citizen,! 
could find more of which to be proud, and less that I should 
wish to blot :” 


That State, sir, to which the late Mr. Calhoun, 


| ina speech delivered on this floor, in February, 
1847, said, with a magnanimity worthy of his 


great name: 


‘<1t is owing mainly to the States of Connecticut and New 
Jersey, that we have a Federal instead of a National Gor- 
erpment—the best Government instead of the worst and 
most intolerable on earth. Who are the men of these 
States to whom we are indebted for this excellent form of 


| Government? I will name them—their names ought 1 be 


written on brass, and live forever. ‘They were Chief Justice 
Ellsworth and Roger Sherman, of Connecticut, and Judge 
Patterson, of New Jersey. The other States further soul! 
were blind; they did not see the future. But to the eoul- 
ness anc sagacity of these three men, aided by a few others 
not so prominent, do we owe the present Constitution. 
You will excuse me then, sir, for indulging * 
little State pride, and feeling somewhat sensitiv? 
when the honor of that State is assailed. 1 
I shall detain the Senate but a few moments. 


shall not enter into abstract questions, or 1D 





